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EDITORIALS 


Syrian  Relief. 

The  latest  news  which  comes  from 
Syria  emphasizes  still  more  impress- 
ively the  pitiable  need  in  which  the 
end  of  the  war  left  that  desolate  coun- 
try. The  letter  of  Mrs.  Stewart,  which 
is  published  on  a later  page,  contains 
a pathetic  picture  of  a people  unable 
even  to  find  means  to  cover  their  bod- 
ies. It  is  gratifying  that  our  govern- 
ment is  responding  in  such  a generous 
spirit  and  in  so  prompt  a fashion.  Two 
relief  ships  have  already  gone,  and  a 
third,  on  which  our  missionaries  ex- 
pect to  sail,  will  be  started  just  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  gotten  ready.  This 
will  probably  be  about  the  first  of 
February.  Later,  it  is  promised,  other 
transports  will  be  sent,  on  which  it 
will  be  possible  to  send  boxes  and 
barrels  of  old  clothing  and  supplies 
such  as  Mrs.  Stewart  asks.  Mean- 
while money  can  be  sent,  which  will 
enable  our  missionaries  to  secure  for 
the  poor  people  under  their  care  such 
supplies  as  the  country  affords;  and 


congregations  and  families  can  be  get- 
ting ready  for  the  call  for  materials 

when  it  comes. 

* * * * 

The  Memorial  to  J.  French  . 
Carithers. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the 
announcement  of  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Edgar, 
Synod’s  Secretary  of  Young  People’s 
Societies,  of  the  plan  to  raise  a fund 
to  provide  a memorial  to  J.  French 
Carithers.  The  fact  that  his  home 
congregation  immediately  subscribed 
$4000  for  this  fund,  is  testimony  to 
the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by 
those  who  knew  him  best.  His  whole- 
some manhood,  his  sincere  and  devout 
religious  faith,  his  earnest  zeal  for  his 
chosen  life  work,  together  with  his 
most,  likable  personality,  combined  to 
make  his  a character  to  appeal  to  the 
young  people  of  the  church,  and  the 
creation  of  a memorial  to  him  in  their 
name  will  be  a fitting  tribute  to  him. 
It  will  also  further  the  cause  to  which 
he  had  given  his  life.  We  hope  the 
proposal  will  win  a ready  response, 
and  meet  with  the  complete  success 
which  it  deserves. 
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Prohibition. 

It  is  interesting  to  think  of  the  dif- 
ferent feelings  with  which  the  differ- 
ent groups  of  those  who  labor  in  one 
way  or  another  for  the  advancement 
of  Christ’s  Kingdom  hailed  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Prohibition  Amendment. 
Every  agency  laboring  in  behalf  of 
any  reform  or  charity  or  evangelistic 
effort  or  missionary  cause  recognized 
the  liquor  traffic  as  an  enemy  and  wel- 
comed its  overthrow  as  a victory.  To 
none  has  it  been  more  welcome  than 
to  the  missionaries.  The  sale  of  liquor 
to  the  backward  peoples  across  the 
seas  has  been  one  of  the  reproaches 
of  Christian  nations  and  one  of  the 
great  hindrances  to  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel.  That  America  should  now  ex- 
tirpate the  traffic  from  our  land  will 
have  a great  moral  effect  the  world 
around.  When  the  news  of  the  ratifi- 
cation came  to  the  annual  convention 
of  the  representatives  of  missionary 
boards  during  one  of  the  sessions  of 
its  recent  meeting  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  at  which  the  writer  was  in  at- 
tendance, the  convention  at  once  rose 
to  its  feet  with  spontaneous  enthusi- 
asm and  applause,  and  sang  the  dox- 
ology  as  a requiem  for  the  liquor 
traffic.  Later  the  chairman  in  ex- 
pressing the  attitude  of  the  mission- 
ary forces  toward  the  banished  traffic, 
said,  '‘Considering  its  world-wide  sig- 
nificance this  may  yet  be  viewed  as 
the  greatest  single  moral  victory  since 
the  days  of  the  Protestant  Reforma- 
tion.” This  may  be  true;  at  least  it 
illustrates  the  attitude  of  the  mission- 
ary cause  toward  the  liquor  traffic. 

* * * * 

The  Peace  Conference. 

As  the  desire  of  the  missionary 
forces  for  the  ratification  of  the  pro- 
hibition amendment  was  intense  and 
unanimous,  as  indicated  above,  so 
their  interest  in  the  Peace  Conference 
now  meeting  in  Paris  is  deep  and  per- 
sonal. At  the  recent  missionary  con- 
ference many  speakers  indicated  the 


importance  to  their  various  fields  of 
the  decisions  that  shall  there  be  made. 
It  touches  the  imagination  to  think  of 
how  many  peoples  far  removed  from 
each  other  are  awaiting  the  decisions 
with  an  interest  born  of  very  deep 
concern.  Indeed,  when  one  thinks  of 
it,  concerned  as  America  is  in  the  con- 
ference, and  prominent  as  is  her  place 
there,  it  will  probably  affect  our  coun- 
try far  less  than  some  of  the  obscure 
nations  that  are  hardly  considered  in 
the  popular  thought  upon  the  subject. 
One  missionary,  laboring  in  an  out- 
of-the-way  place  among  the  moun- 
tains of  Macedonia,  indicated  in  his 
address  the  tragic  significance  to  his 
peoples,  for  good  or  ill,  of  the  decis- 
ions upon  some  of  the  minor  points  at 
issue,  which  shall  be  made.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that  is,  that  however  the 
financial  or  political  or  diplomatic 
leaders  of  our  country  may  doubt  the 
value  or  question  the  expediency  of 
President  Wilson’s  fourteen  points, 
the  missionaries  are  for  them  to  a 
man,  and  they  see  in  them  the  best 
expression  of  righteousness  and  jus- 
tice among  nations  and  the  brightest 
promise  for  the  future  of  the  world. 
In  hearing  missionaries  from  these 
small  and  backward  nations  speak, 
and  catching  from  them  something  of 
their  hope  and  expectation  that  their 
peoples  shall  have  the  new  opportuni- 
ties that  seem  about  to  be  offered,  one 
feels  like  praying  again  that  our  Pres- 
ident and  his  colleagues  shall  stand 
strongly,  if  they  need  to  stand  strong- 
ly, for  righteous  settlements,  and  shall 
not  be  baffled  by  difficulties  of  expedi- 
ency, or  old  world  traditions  that  look 
askance  at  the  intrusion  of  a new 
idealism  into  the  field  of  world  pol- 
itics. Approve  or  disapprove  of  Pres- 
ident Wilson  as  we  may,  it  is  certain 
that  the  weaker  nations  of  the  world, 
which  cannot  enforce  their  demands, 
look  to  him  as  their  great  spokesman 
and  champion  in  a trust  that  is  almost 
pathetic ; and  in  their  name  we  cannot 
but  wish  him  well.  God  bless  our 
President ! 
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WORD  FROM  LATAKIA. 

CONTAINING  A TOUCHING  APPEAL  FOR  HELP. 


The  following  letter  from  Mrs. 
James  S.  Stewart  is  the  first  written 
word  to  reach  us  from  that  field 
concerning  which  we  have  been  so 
anxious.  It  contains  welcome  news  of 
the  personal  safety  of  the  mission- 
aries, and  also  a touching  indication 
of  the  dire  need  of  the  people.  Her 
solicitous  inquiry  concerning  the  re- 
turn of  Mrs.  Balph  reminds  us  of  how 
long  they  have  been  isolated  from  the 
rest  of  the  world  and  without  news  of 
their  friends.  Mrs.  Balph  died  on 
April  2,  1917. 

Latakia,  Syria, 
November  3,  1918. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Richey, 

My  dear  Sister : 

You  will  hardly  recognize  my 
scratch  after  all  these  months  of 
silence,  also  I have  almost  forgotten 
how  to  hold  a pen.  My  only  writing 
this  last  year  has  been  the  few  lines 
the  censorship  allowed  me  to  send  to 
my  dear  husband  far  away  in  Konia. 
Little  James  and  I have  been  alone 
for  1 year  and  12  days.  Although 
there  is  an  armistice  for  peace  be- 
tween England  and  Turkey,  it  may  be 
weeks  before  the  way  is  opened  up 
for  his  return.  You  see  Syria  is  de- 
livered from  the  hands  of  the  “bloody 
Turk,”  but  James  is  away  in  Anatolia, 
the  only  abiding  place  of  the  Turk 
now. 

The  French  torpedo  destroyers 
guard  our  coast  now  and  they  are  the 
only  means  of  communication  with 
the  outside  world,  as  the  land  post 
and  telegraph  has  not  been  opened  up 
since  the  change.  The  commanders 
and  officers  visit  me  often,  and  they 
are  very  good  to  me ; they  have  given 
me  a little  tea,  coffee  and  sugar,  but 
they  cannot  spare  much  from  their 
stores.  We  have  had  no  white  bread 


for  nearly  four  years,  and  no  tea  or 
coffee  for  two  years,  and  only  enough 
sugar  (bought  before  the  war)  to 
sprinkle  sparingly  on  our  boiled  wheat 
for  breakfast.  Have  forgotten  the 
taste  of  butter  or  jams.  Wish  you 
could  send  us  a car  load. 

The  government  removed  Miss 
Edgar  from  the  school  and  from  the 
American  premises  about  a month 
after  James  was  taken  away  from  us ; 
that  left  me  to  battle  alone,  although 
they  kept  on  doing  things  that  could 
be  done  quietly  such  as  keeping  the 
books  and  paying  the  teachers.  It 
left  her  free  to  work  among  the  sick 
and  poor,  for  which  I had  neither  the 
time  or  the  strength  to  keep  up  with 
all  the  other  added  duties.  Anyway 
we  kept  the  schools  open,  thereby 
saving  the  property  and  keeping 
many  from  starvation  and  death.  It 
has  been  a lonely  strange  life  for  little 
James  and  he  may  never  recover  from 
the  depressing  effects.  The  last  year 
has  been  one  long  prolonged  night- 
mare ; if  it  had  not  been  for  the  con- 
stant stress  and  push  of  the  work  I 
could  never  have  kept  up,  but  by 
being  kept  constantly  on  the  go  by  so 
many  and  varied  duties  it  has  helped 
to  deaden  the  sorrow  and  loneliness, 
I think  the  Board  will  allow  us  a fur- 
lough after  eight  years  of  solid  ser- 
vice and  four  years  of  hard  labor  and 
oppression. 

James  did  tutoring  in  Konia  for  the 
students  of  Roberts  College  and  paid 
his  own  way  partly.  He  taught  nine 
hours  a day  last  winter,  from  8 A.  M, 
to  6 P.  M.,  with  an  hour  at  noon — 
pretty  close  work  for  an  old  man. 
Being  kept  thus  busy  helped  him  to 
pass  the  time  that  he  might  have 
spent  fretting  and  repining  if  idle. 

Is  food  expensive  there?  Wheat 
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reached  as  high  as  $13  to  $14  a bushel 
here;  sugar  $2  a pound;  calico  $1.25 
a dra  (27  inches),  and  muslin  from 
80c.  to  $1  a dra.  Everybody  is  in 
rags.  If  one  goes  out  on  the  street 
he  meets  men,  women  and  children 
with  clothing  hanging  from  their  hips 
and  shoulders  all  tattered  and  torn 
into  ribbons  with  the  bare  skin  show- 
ing through  most  any  part  of  their 
bodies.  We  have  made  up  all  the 
boarding  school  bedding  and  linen  to 
cover  the  nakedness  of  the  living  and 
wrap  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  Can’t 
keep  a rag  to  wipe  up  the  floor.  Any 
one  who  could  get  sheep’s  wool  from 
the  butcher  or  from  their  beds  spun 
it  into  yarn  and  knitted  or  crocheted 
shirts,  skirts,  jackets  or  shawls. 
James  wore  a homespun  and  crochet- 
ed jersey  all  last  winter.  I have  a 
jersey,  also  a shawl  and  petticoat,  but 
we  could  never  wear  it  next  our  skin. 
The  clothes  question  has  been  a great 
problem  along  with  all  our  other  prob- 
lems. 

But  all  this  is  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  great  longing  and  desire 
to  see  all  our  dear  ones  face  to  face 
once  more.  Oh!  what  a glad  day  it 
will  be  when  the  prison  doors  are 
opened  and  we  are  free.  Just  now 
the  whole  town  is  looking  forward  to 
the  return  of  our  dear  banished  one. 
He  will  be  surprised  to  see  “Old 
Glory”  floating  high  when  he  rides 
into  town.  I raised  the  pole  and 
floated  the  flag  as  soon  as  word  came 
that  Syria  was  no  longer  under  the 
Turkish  rule.  The  American  flag  was 
the  first  flag  unfurled  in  Latakia  after 
the  war.  It  was  the  last  to  go  down 
and  the  first  to  raise  up,  and  I am 
proud  of  it,  for  I did  it  against  great 
odds. 

Give  our  love  to  all  inquiring 
friends.  Do  you  know  whether  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Balph  are  coming  back 
soon  ? We  understand  that  the  Misses 
Mearns  and  Metheny  are  in  the  Holy 
Land  some  place,  but  we  have  not 
heard  from  them. 


If  you  could  make  this  statement 
public  among  our  own  Church  people 
it  would  be  conferring  a great  benefit 
and  win  the  gratitude  of  many  naked 
people.  We  make  a strong  appeal  for 
boxes  or  barrels  of  old  clothing , 
ANYTHING  to  cover  the  naked — 1st, 
to  take  away  their  shame  and,  2d,  to 
protect  and  comfort  their  bodies.  This 
has  been  one  of  our  hardest  ti'ials  to 
meet  the  demands  with  so  little  to  fall 
back  on  and  no  funds.  Beds  were 
Hpped  open  and  the  ticking  made  into 
dresses  and  men's  robes  and  the 
cotton  spun  and  woven  into  under- 
garments. Quilts  opened  up  and  the 
covers  used  for  dresses  and  drawers 
and  coats.  Old  tablecloths  given  to 
the  poor  to  wrap  their  dead  in,  etc. 
Anything  and  everything  was  used r 
Miss  Edgar  even  cut  up  the  Turkish 
flag  and  it  ivas  given  out  to  make  up 
dresses  for  little  girls.  Window  cur- 
tains and  couch  covers  were  made 
into  dresses  and  coats.  If  you  could 
look  into  the  school  and  see  our  chil- 
dren it  would  make  you  both  laugh 
and  cry.  There  is  NOTHING , NOTH- 
ING left.  Anybody  who  has  old  coats, 
pants,  vests,  waists,  skirts,  ivraps  or 
undergarments  hung  aivay  in  their 
attics  let  them  get  them  out  and  send 
them  on  a long  journey.  You  know 
the  rest. 

It’s  late  and  I am  tired  and  nervous. 

Love  to  all  friends. 

M.  E.  Stewart. 

* * * 

We  are  very  sorry  to  have  to  say 
that  at  present  there  is  no  way  to  do 
the  particular  thing  that  Mrs.  Stew- 
art requests  in  this  letter;  which  is, 
to  send  goods  for  clothing.  The  diffi- 
culty is  in  transportation.  Shipping 
space  is  limited,  and,  of  course,  the 
Government  decided  that  the  most 
valuable  things  should  go  first.  Ac- 
cordingly, as  the  transports  are  loaded 
with  the  $2,000,000  worth  of  fresh  sup- 
plies that  are  being  taken,  there  is  no 
room  for  second-hand  goods.  The  Sal- 
vation Army  of  New  York  offered  to 
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the  Government  a warehouse  full  of 
second-hand  material,  but  it  could  not 
be  taken  at  this  time.  However,  it  is 
expected  that  as  soon  as  arrange- 
ments can  be  made,  and  before  long, 
it  will  be  possible  to  send  such  ma- 
terials which  will  be  invaluable  to  the 


people  there;  and  just  as  soon  as  this 
is  possible  word  will  be  sent  to  the 
various  congregations,  together  with 
shipping  directions,  and  then  this  re- 
lief can  be  sent  on  its  way.  Send 
nothing  now;  the  Board  has  no  place 
to  store  it. 


FRENCH  CARITHERS  MEMORIAL. 

By  J.  D.  EDGAR,  Secretary  of  Young  People’s  Societies. 


“French  Carithers  is  dead!”  It 
came  like  a thunderclap.  He  was  so 
full  of  promise.  Upon  him  had  been 
lavished  the  care  of  a father  and 
mother.  They  spared  no  pains  to  ed- 
ucate him.  They  and  the  whole 
Church  rejoiced  when  he  offered  his 
services  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Work 
of  the  Church  for  three  years.  Fond- 
est hopes  were  realized  when  he  re- 
turned home  announcing  his  purpose 
to  enter  the  Seminary  and  undertake 
the  work  of  the  Gospel  minister,  and 
return  to  Turkey  to  preach  the  Un- 
searchable Riches  to  that  people  he 
had  learned  to  love.  One-third  of  the 
Seminary  course  was  completed  and 
manfully  he  was  “speeding  round  on 
the  second  lap.”  He  was  running  well, 
with  head  up  and  shoulders  back.  But 
the  dreadful  influenza  siezed  him  and 
soon  there  was  no  hope.  He  “did  run 
well,”  but  suddenly  the  word  was 
passed  along,  “He  is  dead.”  “How  are 
the  mighty  fallen !”  He  was  “Lovely 
and  pleasant  in  his  life.” 

This  strange  Providence  has  come 
with  particular  force  to  the  Young 
People  of  the  Church.  He  was  one 
of  their  number.  Those  who  knew 
him  looked  on  him  with  pride  and 
prophesied  as  to  his  future.  He  was 
President  of  the  Iowa  C.  Y.  P.  U.. 
and  was  planning  for  a splendid  con- 
vention for  the  coming  summer.  It 
was  to  have  been  a joint  convention 
between  Iowa  and  Kansas  Presby- 
teries C.  Y.  P.  U.  He  was  to  preside, 


But  instead  of  his  fine,  strong  face 
and  commanding  voice,  and  his  con* 
secrated  gifts  and  pleasing  person- 
ality will  be  his  shrouded  chair. 

Some  of  the  young  people  have  been 
saying,  “Why  shall  not  this  young 
Giant-Soldier  live  on?”  Can  we  not 
do  something  to  perpetuate  his  name? 
And  so  the  proposal  came  to  me  as 
Secretary  of  Young  Peoples’  Work. 
If  you  will  lead  us  in  the  effort  we 
will  raise  money  for  a French  Carith- 
ers Memorial .”  After  investigating 
we  found  the  plan  seemed  to  meet 
with  general  approval  among  the 
Young  People,  so  without  waiting  to 
investigate  further  we  will  put  the 
proposal  and  plan  before  you. 

Some  have  suggested  an  endowment 
provided  for  a man  to  labor  in  Turkey 
in  Mr.  Carithers*  place.  Others,  a 
Memorial  Building  in  the  Mersina 
Field  where  Mr.  Carithers  labored. 
Others,  that  we  raise  the  money  for  a 
Memorial,  and  when  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Board  shall  have  canvassed  the 
new  situation  in  Turkey  we  will  better 
be  able  to  determine  how  it  can  best 
be  used  to  honor  Christ.  We  can  act 
on  the  advice  of  the  Board  and  in  this 
wav  will  be  able  with  the  Memorial 
to  help  further  any  new  plans  devel: 
oned  bv  them  for  the  New  Turkey. 
All  want  to  pernetuate  the  memory  of 
this  young  soldier  of  the  Cross,  and 
so  far  as  we  can  learn  are  ready  to 
wait  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  as  to 
the  best  use  of  it. 
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The  plan  for  raising  the  money  may 
vary  in  each  community.  But  we  will 
suggest  the  following  plan  and  have 
prepared  subscription  cards  which  we 
will  mail  each  society  upon  request. 

The  amount  suggested  to  be  raised 
ranges  from  $15,000  to  $20,000. 

If  the  Societies  will  pledge  them- 
selves to  raise  on  an  average  of  $250 
for  the  fund  there  will  be  abundance. 
Larger  societies  can  do  more  and 
smaller  ones  will  not  be  able  to  do 
that  much.  But  let  each  society  pledge 
itself  for  something  near  that  amount. 
Send  in  your  pledges  at  once,  then  go 
to  work  raising  the  money. 

In  raising  the  money,  you  may  be 
able  to  get  some  from  your  Sabbath 
School,  individual  subscriptions  from 
older  people  in  the  church,  smaller 
subscriptions  from  children,  and  let 
each  member  of  the  Society  and,  in 
fact,  every  young  person  in  the  con- 
gregation have  a part  in  it,  even  if  it 
is  small. 

While  we  would  like  to  have  it  in 
cash,  so  it  would  be  available  at  once, 
the  societies  may  give  those  making 
larger  subscriptions  time.  We  are 
arranging  for  it  in  five  annual  pay- 
ments, so  that  the  society  which  can- 
not raise  its  $250  at  once  can  pay 
some  each  year  with  interest  on 
deferred  payments  at  6 per  cent.  Lib- 
erty Bonds  will  be  received  in  pay- 
ment. Now  may  we  hear  from  your 
society  making  its  pledge  so  we  will 
know  how  much  to  count  on  from 
you.  In  some  congregations  you  may 
find  a single  individual  who  will  give 
the  entire  amount,  so  you  will  be 
able  to  “go  over  the  top”  easily.  Let 
us  as  young  people  demonstrate  what 
we  are  able  to  do  in  putting  a thing 
like  this  over. 

It  may  be  some  societies  will  prefer 
to  make  their  canvass  before  they 
report  their  pledge.  In  this  case  make 
the  canvass  as  quickly  as  possible  and 
renort. 

Now  these  suggestions  are  merely 
to  assist  and  any  society  which  has  a 
better  plan  is  under  no  obligation  to 


follow  this.  Nor  are  we  trying  to 
force  the  matter  upon  any  society. 
But  it  is  a movement  started  by  the 
young  people  themselves,  and  as  Sec- 
retary of  Young  People's  work  we 
are  leading  in  this  at  the  request  of 
the  young  people.  It  is  your  move- 
ment, and  if  you  have  any  suggestions 
further  with  regard  to  it  we  will  be 
glad  to  receive  them. 

Further  for  your  encouragement 
let  me  say  that  one  of  the  young 
people,  a teacher,  offered  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  to  start  it. 
When  the  matter  was  put  before  Mr. 
Carrithers'  home  congregation  they 
were  so  interested  that  they  under- 
took it  at  once  and  at  last  report  had 
raised  about  $4000  toward  it  in  a 
week.  Since  then  others  have  offered 
sums  toward  it.  Such  an  interest  was 
manifested  that  I could  do  nothing 
else  than  go  ahead.  The  fine  spirit 
manifested  is  very  encouraging.  We 
anticipate  the  amount  will  be  raised 
without  great  effort.  We  desire  that 
it  be  voluntary.  This  is  the  first 
movement  of  the  young  people  of  the 
Church  of  any  magnitude.  Let  us  see 
it  through.  We  shall  do  it. 

Send  all  pledges  and  cash  to  Rev. 
J.  D.  Edgar,  Olathe,  Kansas.  We  will 
give  you  credit  through  the  pages  of 
the  Christian  Nation , if  this  can  be 
secured  (I  am  sure  it  can)  from  week 
to  week.  Arrangements  will  be  made 
with  one  of  the  treasurers  to  take  care 
of  the  money  as  it  comes  in.  But  if 
you  want  credit  immediately  send  to 
above  address  of  Young  People's  Sec- 
retary. 

Watch  Olive  Trees  and  the  Chris- 
tian Nation. 


The  glory  of  life  is  to  love — not  to 
be  loved ; to  give — not  to  get ; to  serve 
— not  to  be  served. 


Human  life  is  a mission,  of  which 
the  aim  is  service,  the  law  sacrifice, 
the  strength  fellowship  with  God.— 
Bishop  Westcott. 
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The  following  is  a sermon  which 
had  been  prepared  by  J.  French 
Carithers  before  his  death,  to  be  used 
in  the  regular  course  of  students 
preaching  in  the  Seminary.  We  are 
publishing  it  because  it  comes  as  a 
last  message  from  him,  and  also  be- 
cause of  the  very  touching  interest  it 
has  as  indicating  the  lines  of  thought 
along  which  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God 
was  leading  him  in  the  closing  days  of 
his  life.  The  last  passage  of  the  ser- 
mon seems  almost  a prophecy. 


“And  Abraham  called  the  name  of 
that  place  Jehovah-jireh;  as  it  is  said 
to  this  day,  ‘In  the  mount  of  the  Lord 
it  shall  be  seen/  (Gen.  22 :14.) 

“The  expression,  Jehovah-jireh, 
challenges  our  attention.  Literally  it 
means,  Jehovah  sees.  As  God’s  na- 
ture is  revealed  to  us,  we  conceive  of 
him  as  a father,  who  is  quick  to  see 
the  needs  of  his  children,  and  who 
makes . loving  provision  to  satisfy 
these  needs.  For  Jehovah  to  see  is  to 
provide.  The  same  expression  is  used 
in  the  eighteenth  verse,  God  will  pro- 
vide for  himself  a lamb.  ‘Jehovah- 
jireh’  was  the  name  by  which  Abra- 
ham remembered  the  scene  of  the  su- 
preme test  of  his  faith  and  obedience. 
This  was  the  truth  which  his  experi- 
ence there  impressed  upon  Abraham, 
the  Lord  will  provide. 

“Let  us  recall  the  setting  of  this  ex- 
perience. The  Scripture  narrative 
gives  us  a sublime  picture  of  the 
events  which  called  forth  this  expres- 
sion of  Abraham’s  trust  in  God.  He 
receives  a divine  command  to  offer  up 
his  only  son,  Isaac,  as  a burnt  offering 
upon  a mountain  which  God  would 
designate.  In  prompt  obedience, 
Abraham  sets  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, accompanied  by  Isaac  and  two 
young  men  of  his  servants  to  trans- 
port the  materials  necessary  for  the 
sacrifice. 

“On  the  third  day  they  come  within 


sight  of  the  mountain  which  God  had 
appointed,  most  probably  Mt.  Moriah, 
where  the  temple  later  stood.  The 
servants  are  left  behind,  while  Abra- 
ham and  Isaac  go  on  together.  As 
they  toil  on  up  the  ascent,  Isaac  bear- 
ing the  load  of  wood  on  which  the 
burnt  offering  is  to  be  consumed,  the 
youth  innocently  inquires,  ‘Behold  the 
fire  and  the  wood,  but  where  is  the 
lamb?’  For  a moment  Abraham’s 
heart  must  feel  a keen  anguish  as  he 
looks  on  that  loved  form  which  his 
own  hands  will  soon  bind  to  the  altar 
of  sacrifice,  but  his  answer  breathes 
the  prayer  and  hope  which  has  sus- 
tained him  all  these  days,  “My  son, 
God  will  provide  Himself  a lamb  for 
a burn-offering.’ 

“At  last  everything  is  prepared. 
Isaac  has  learned  what  God’s  will  con- 
cerning him  is,  and  lies  there,  a will- 
ing captive.  The  father’s  hand  grasps 
the  knife,  and  his  arm  is  upraised  to 
slay,  when  a voice  from  heaven  com- 
mands him  to  do  the  lad  no  harm. 
Abraham’s  faith  has  been  vindicated, 
and  his  prayer  is  answered.  God  re- 
stores his  son  to  him,  and  directs  his 
attention  to  the  ram  which  has  been 
provided  as  a substitute. 

“One  lesson  has  been  impressed  on 
i^braham’s  mind  in  a way  that  he  will 
never  forget.  As  one  who  believes 
God  and  trusts  in  his  promises,  he  can 
only  rely  on  Jehovah  to  provide  for 
him  in  the  time  of  his  greatest  need* 
He  gives  his  testimony  to  this  divine 
provision  by  calling  this  mountain 
top,  Jehovah-jireh.  There  is  typified 
here  the  provision  which  God  makes 
for  all  His  children,  and,  above  all,  the 
provision  for  their  salvation  which 
God  has  made  in  the  gift  of  His  own 
dear  Son,  Jesus  Christ. 

“In  the  words  of  our  text,  then, 
Abraham  has  given  us  the  believers’ 
testimony  to  the  divine  provision . 
Every  believer  is  called  upon  to  be  a 
witness.  It  may  help  us  to  bear  more 
consistent  and  faithful  witness  if  we 
draw  out  the  implications  of  the  testi- 
mony recorded  here. 
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“1.  It  reveals  the  surrender  of  self. 

“Sacrifice  and  submission  to  God’s 
will  were  not  here  displayed  as  some- 
thing new  in  Abraham’s  experience. 
Far  from  it.  Ever  since  he  had  left 
the  land  of  his  fathers  in  obedience 
to  God’s  call  he  had  exchanged  present 
material  benefits  for  the  hope  of  the 
reward  that  God  had  promised.  The 
working  out  of  that  principle  in  his 
life  alone  involved  sacrifice.  Mt. 
Moriah  is  not  what  we  imagine — an 
unfortunate  accident  which  disturbed 
his  sunshine  at  the  last.  No!  it  is 
only  the  dark  close  of  a dark  day,  the 
latest  step  of  that  long  ascent  which 
had  begun  in  Ur  of  the  Chaldees. 
Sometimes  self  asserted  itself  in 
Abraham.  He  showed  himself  only 
human  in  lying  about  Sarah  and  in 
marrying  Hagar.  But  that  was  the 
final  step  that  was  needed  to  bring 
about  a complete  surrender  to  God’s 
will — the  only  condition  under  which 
he  could  appropriate  the  beautiful 
provision  in  store  for  him.  Through 
this  experience  God  brought  Abraham 
to  the  crest  of  a mountain  peak,  from 
which  he  could  look  afar  upon  all 
the  future  blessings  of  the  covenant 
promise  and  breathe  these  words  of  as- 
surance and  hope,  “The  Lord  will  pro- 
vide.” Through  such  trials  God  leads 
His  people  to  such  a condition  of  sub- 
mission that  He  can  bestow  upon 
them  that  which  He  has  provided. 
These  blessings  can  have  no  value  to 
us.  We  cannot  enjoy  them,  unless 
we  have  the  capacity  to  receive  them. 
Do  not  be  discouraged,  O Christian,  if 
you  seem  to  be  following  the  pathway 
of  obedience,  and  yet  are  called  upon 
to  pass  through  the  fires  of  affliction. 
God  is  preparing  you  to  lay  hold  of 
richer  spiritual  blessings  than  you 
ever  dreamed  of. 

“The  greatest  provision  that  God 
gave  this  world  was  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ.  What  else  than  Divine  grace 
would  enable  us  to  appropriate  the 
crucified  Lord  as  our  Saviour?  Noth- 
ing less  will  make  us  bow  at  His  feet. 
Jesus  said,  Tf  any  man  will  come 


after  Me,  let  him  deny  himself  and 
take  up  his  cross  and  follow  Me.’ 

“Here  the  question  comes,  what  is 
meant  by  denying  oneself?  Well, 
what  did  it  mean  in  Abraham’s  life? 
It  meant  implicit  obedience  to  God’s 
command.  It  was  typified  by  his  of- 
fering the  best  he  had  to  God.  It  was 
more  than  his  life.  Abraham  would 
gladly  have  laid  even  his  life  on  that 
altar  if  God  had  willed  that  Isaac 
should  be  the  executioner.  It  was 
more  than  the  life  of  a dearly  beloved 
son.  It  seemed  to  Abraham  that  all 
that  provision  that  God  had  promised 
him  was  bound  up  in  Isaac.  He  was 
the  channel  of  blessing  to  the  nations 
yet  to  come.  Tn  Isaac  shall  thy  seed 
be  called.’  Can  we  conceive  of  a more 
conclusive  proof  that  Abraham  had 
renounced  his  reliance  on  self?  Would 
it  have  surprised  us  if  his  faith  had 
staggered?  In  that  case  he  would  not 
have  denied  self,  but  he  would  have 
denied  God.  So  he  offered  the  best 
he  had,  because  he  realized  it  had  been 
part  of  God’s  provision  and  belonged 
to  Him.  Surrender  in  our  lives  will 
mean  an  obedient  following. 

“2.  This  testimony  expresses  sin- 
cere gratitude. 

“Abraham  had  every  reason  to  be 
grateful.  He  saw  clearly  now  why 
God  had  brought  him  through  this 
great  trial,  step  by  step,  up  to  the 
very  point  where  he  showed  the  com- 
pleteness of  his  sacrifice.  Only  the 
angel  voice  arrested  the  hand  that  a 
moment  later  would  have  been  bathed 
in  the  life  blood  of  Isaac,  and  directed 
Abraham’s  attention  to  the  ram  in  the 
thicket,  which  God  had  provided  and 
which  he  accepted  as  a substitute. 
This  was  sacrificed  by  Abraham  as  a 
burnt-offering.  Now,  the  burnt-of- 
fering, as  distinguished  from  others, 
was  wholly  consumed , and  the  smoke 
rising  heavenward  denoted  complete 
consecration  to  God.  As  Abraham 
and  Isaac  gazed  on  that  sacrifice,  it 
would  point  them  to  the  victim  of  the 
future,  provided  by  the  Father,  whose 
perfect  consecration  and  entire  self- 
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surrender  would  make  up  what  was 
lacking  in  them.  There  they  beheld 
the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the 
sin  of  the  world. 

“As  Abraham  descended  the  moun- 
tain his  heart  would  be  well-nigh 
bursting  with  thankfulness  that  Isaac 
had  again  been  restored  to  him. 
Isaac  was  the  child  of  laughter.  It 
was  not  stilled  in  Abraham's  house. 
But  underlying  that  would  be  the  pro- 
found gratitude  that  from  God  Him- 
self had  come  that  which  made  com- 
plete and  acceptable  his  imperfect 
obedience  and  consecration. 

“Perhaps  the  most  effective  witness 
to  Christ’s  transforming  power  is 
the  evidence  of  gratitude  displayed 
by  His  followers.  How  can  the  be- 
liever be  otherwise  than  joyful  when 
he  sees  the  wonderful  provision  which 
God  has  made  for  the  sins  of  the 
world.  ‘We  were  bound  on  the  altar, 
we  were  laid  on  the  wood,  and  the  fire 
was  ready  for  our  consuming;  but  no 
knife  shall  touch  us  now,  for  the  sac- 
rifice is  offered  once  for  all.  No  fire 
shall  consume  us,  for  He  who  suffered 
in  our  stead  has  borne  the  heat  of  the 
flame.’  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  His 
unspeakable  gift.  When  we  can  give 
a reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  us, 
our  joy  will  implant  in  other  lives  the 
longing  to  partake  with  us  in  that  joy. 
Our  songs  will  rise  in  the  darkness  of 
our  trials  and  suffering  as  did  the 
psalms  of  Paul  and  Silas  in  the  jail  at 
Philippi,  and  we  shall  have  power  to 
turn  people  to  righteousness. 

“A  small  mission  church  had  been 
opened  in  a community  where  the  ma- 
jority were  antagonistic  to  the  truth, 
and  some  of  those  living  near  the 
church  circulated  a petition  to  have 
the  place  closed,  as  their  outdoor 
preaching  and  singing  created  too 
much  disturbance.  They  asked  an  in- 
fluential Jew  to  sign,  thinking  he 
would  be  sure  to  do  anything  which 
might  discourage  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel.  But  he  replied,  ‘Let  them  sing 
and  shout  if  they  wish.  If  I could  be 


sure  as  they  are  that  Messiah  has 
come,  you  could  not  hinder  me  from 
proclaiming  it  on  the  street  and  shout- 
ing it  on  the  house-tops.’ 

“Abraham  was  grateful  because 
God  had  manifested  Himself  to  him 
there.  As  it  is  said  to  this  day,  in  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord  it  shall  be  seen, 
or  better,  He  shall  be  seen.  This  was 
a mountain  of  agony  and  trial  to 
Abraham,  but  the  name  he  gave  it 
does  not  remind  others  of  that  trial, 
but  commemorates  God’s  deliverance. 
You  and  I have  bare  and  bold  moun- 
tain peaks  of  trial  in  our  lives.  How 
are  we  going  to  name  them?  If  we 
have  learned  the  lesson  that  God  in- 
tends to  teach  us  we  will  inscribe  our 
praise  and  gratitude  in  letters  of  light 
that  will  illumine  the  pathway  of  life 
for  all  who  follow  in  our  steps. 

“3.  This  testimony  exhibits  the 
assurance  of  unfailing  provision. 

“ ‘The  Lord  will  provide.’  Abraham 
had  been  going  forward  on  that  prin- 
ciple since  he  answered  God’s  call  to 
leave  his  native  land.  He  believed  in 
God’s  promise.  He  had  experienced 
God’s  goodness  to  him  in  times  past. 
It  sustained  him  mightily  in  this 
crisis.  When  Isaac  innocently  asked, 
‘Where  is  the  lamb  for  the  burnt-of- 
fering?’ Abraham  replied,  ‘God  will 
provide  it,’  as  it  is  said  in  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  ‘Accounting  that  God 
was  able  to  raise  him  up,  even  from 
the  dead,  from  whence  also  he  re- 
ceived him  in  a figure.’  But  from  this 
time  ‘Jehovah-jireh’  would  bear  a 
greater  significance  than  it  had  ever 
borne  before  to  Abraham.  Through 
the  type  of  the  victim  which  was  pro- 
vided in  place  of  Isaac,  Abraham 
looked  forward  in  prophetic  yision  to 
God’s  gift  of  a Saviour.  Then,  as  if 
to  make  it  doubly  sure,  God  repeated 
His  promise  and  confirmed  it  by  am 
oath.  ‘For  when  God  made  promise 
to  Abraham,  because  He  could  sware 
by  no  greater,  He  sware  by  Himself, 
that  by  two  immutable  things,  in 
which  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie, 
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we  might  have  a strong  consolation, 
who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold 
on  the  hope  set  before  us.’ — Heb.  6: 
13,  18.  Now  Abraham  held  this  un- 
wavering assurance  on  the  strength 
of  his  faith  in  that  which  would  be 
fulfilled  long  centuries  after  his  death. 
Today  we  are  living  in  the  glorious 
realization  that  this  atonement  is  a 
fact  in  the  life  and  death  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  Should  our  testimony  give 
an  uncertain  sound  in  this  day 
when  men  are  asking,  ‘Is  the  Lord’s 
hand  waxed  short?’ — Num.  11:  23. 
Through  this  wonderful  manifesta- 
tion God  has  shown  a power  that 
ought  to  stifle  every  doubt.  ‘He  that 
spared  not  His  own  Son,  but  delivered 
Him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not 
with  Him  also  freely  give  us  all 
things?’  It  is  the  vision  of  the  cross 
with  what  it  means  of  omnipotent 
love  which  leads  the  believer  to  say, 
‘The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I shall  not 
want.’  The  many  great  and  precious 
promises  of  His  word  assure  us  that 
we  will  not  lack,  even  in  the  smallest 
detail.  ‘My  God  shall  supply  all  your 
needs,  according  to  His  riches  in  glory 
by  Christ  Jesus.’  We  can  be  assured 
that  in  the  extremity  of  trial  and  suf- 
fering His  presence  will  sustain  us. 
‘Yea,  though  I walk  through  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death  I will  fear  no 
evil.’  In  the  hour  of  death  itself  His 
word  assures  us  that  He  will  provide 
deliverance  from  its  terror  and  power, 
and  give  us  the  strength  to  say,  ‘0, 
death,  where  is  thy  sting,  0 grave 
where  is  thy  victory?’  And,  oh,  the 
provision  does  not  end  there.  Its  ben- 
efits extend  to  the  life  eternal,  for 
Jesus  said,  ‘In  My  Father’s  House  are 
many  mansions,  I go  to  prepare  a 
place  for  you,  that  where  I am  there 
ye  may  be  also.’  ” 

Happiness  is  not  so  much  in  what 
comes,  as  in  the  way  you  take  it. 


We  never  know  how  small  a thing 
may  become  a benediction  to  a human 
life. 


QUESTIONS  FOR  CHRISTIANS. 

Findley  M.  Wilson. 

Has  Christianity  failed?  Or  has 
our  religion  failed?  Is  our  religion 
Christianity  ? Or  a Christianity  with- 
out the  power  thereof  ? If  Christian- 
ity means  that  “God  sent  his  Son  into 
the  world  that  the  world  through  him 
might  be  saved,”  then,  what  is  the 
matter?  Why  have  God’s  people 
gotten  on  so  poorly  building  an  abid- 
ing world  order?  Has  Christianity  a 
dynamo  of  unlimited  power?  Then 
why  not  connect  all  the  wires  of  civil- 
ization with  the  dyanmo  and  get 
power  to  operate  our  world  machin- 
ery ? Does  God  mean  mankind  to  en- 
joy a life  order?  That  is,  a life  of 
goodness — personal  goodness  and  so- 
cial goodness?  Then  why  has  the 
world  been  threatened  with  the  chaos 
of  hell?  Has  Christianity  failed?  Or 
have  God’s  people  failed?  Let  it  be 
freely  admitted : his  people  have  fail- 
ed! But,  why  have  they  failed?  Be- 
cause of  a gospel  lacking  power?  Or 
from  the  non-employment  of  the  pow- 
ers inhering  in  the  gospel?  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  power  of  his  gospel.  Is 
he  able?  Can  his  gospel  establish  a 
good  order  of  life  for  mankind?  Has 
the  Church  assumed  his  gospel,  is 
able  merely  to  get  souls  safely  out  of 
a perishing  world  into  heaven  ? That 
the  gospel  is  nothing  but  personal 
“fire  insurance?”  Or  has  the  church 
proceeded  on  the  assumption  that 
Christ  was  telling  the  truth  when  he 
said  his  gospel  is  able  to  set  up  a 
heavenly  order  in  this  world?  Save 
the  world  from  perishing? 

What  caused  the  war?  Made  the 
war  inevitable?  Made  it  as  certain 
to  come  as  that  there  is  a God  in 
heaven  ? Didn’t  the  Church  know  that 
this  is  God’s  world?  That  Christ  re- 
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deemed  it?  That  to  reward  him  God 
gave  him  to  rule  it  ? Why  did  not  the 
church,  in  the  last  100  years,  tell  the 
world  it  must  bow  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ?  Tell  the  “great  powers”  of 
the  world  that  all  power  is  his  ? Why 
did  the  Church  permit  nations  to  sup- 
pose they  could  sin  with  impunity? 
Why  did  war  come?  What  will  keep 
war  from  coming  again?  Why  do 
Christians  pray  daily : “Thy  kingdom 
come;  thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it 
is  in  heaven,”  and  not  accept  as  a 
working  program  a full  gospel  which 
will  forthwith  set  them  to  work  here 
and  now  to  seek  that  end?  Are  we 
citizens  of  the  kingdom  ? Are  we  sol- 
diers of  the  King?  Are  we  ready  to 
challenge  the  citadel  of  satan,  that  old 
adversary  of  Christ?  Are  we  brave 
enough  to  call  on  the  devil  to  surren- 
der? To  abdicate?  To  give  the  throne 
to  Christ?  Will  Christians  tell  the 
devil  they  cannot  trust  his  word,  and 
can  no  longer  enter  into  covenants 
with  him  to  partition  and  govern  the 
earth?  Are  we  mollies  or  marines? 
Are  we  pigmies  playing  war  with 
pop-guns?  Or  are  we  giant  artillery 
men  in  the  armies  of  Armageddon? 
Is  the  devil  too  big  for  us?  Or  is 
Christ  not  big  enough?  Shall  the 
army  of  Allenby  rise  in  the  judgment 
with  this  generation  of  Christians  and 
condemn  it  ? For  Allenby  assailed  the 
empire  of  despotism  and  broke  his 
hellish  power!  And,  behold!  a greater 
than  Allenby  is  here.  Shall  the  pa- 
triots of  Pershing  rise  in  the  judg- 
ment with  this  generation  and  con- 
demn it?  For  they  sprang  forward 
like  tigers  at  Chateau-Thierry ; moved 
like  an  irresistible  glacier  through  the 
Argonne,  cut  the  life  artery  of  the  foe. 
and  avenged  Sedan!  And,  behold!  a 
greater  than  Pershing  is  here.  Shall 
the  dauntless  deliverers  of  sunny 
Italy  rise  in  the  judgment  with  this 
generation  and  condemn  it?  For  Diaz 
led  those  daring  defenders  of  democ- 
racy against  Austria  in  the  most 
gigantic  military  triumph  of  history! 
And,  behold!  a greater  than  Diaz  is 


here.  Shall  the  fearless  and  faithful 
forces  of  Foch — that  veteran  of  wide 
vision — rise  in  the  judgment  with  this 
generation  and  condemn  it?  For 
Foch  accepted  hell’s  challenge  for 
world  domination,  campaigned  for 
world  objectives,  struck  the  bloody 
beast  of  Berlin  on  all  fronts,  from  the 
straits  of  Dover  to  the  plains  of  Bag- 
dad— struck  him  blow  after  blow — 
until  he  overthrew  his  throne  of  fiend- 
ish tyranny,  and  ushered  in  a new 
day  of  Freedom!  And,  behold!  a 
greater  Generalissimo  than  Foch  is 
here. 

Can  a general  win  battles  without 
a fighting  army  ? For  fifty-seven  gen- 
erations Christ  has  been  issuing  the 
command  of  the  Great  Commission: 
“Make  disciples  of  all  the  nations. 
Teach  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I have  commanded.”  Can 
God’s  people  give  any  reasonable  ex- 
cuse for  not  having  done  that?  Why 
don’t  we  begin  and  do  it  now?  Will 
anything  short  of  our  utmost  win? 
Or  prove  adequate  to  the  world’s 
need?  Do  Christians  realize  that  the 
supreme  demand  of  this  crisis  hour  of 
all  hours  is  life  investment,  and 
wealth  investment?  “The  high  call- 
ing of  God” — what  is  it,  but  a call 
to  the  colors  of  Christ?  To  hold  up  to 
a torn  and  bleeding  world  the  Cross 
and  the  Crown?  What  more  inspir- 
ing crusade  than  to  venture  to  invest 
life  and  treasure  in  the  world  war  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God?  How  else  can 
we  save  the  war  already  won? 

What  can  God  mean  by  calling 
Jesus  Christ  the  “King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords  ?”  Do  we  want  a right- 
eous world  order  ? Then  put  the  gov- 
ernment upon  his  shoulder.  Do  we 
want  the  1000  years  of  peace?  Then, 
remember  we,  that  “of  the  increase  of 
his  government  A-N-D  of  peace  there 
shall  be  no  end.”  Do  we  believe  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  are  to  become 
the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  his 
Christ?  Are  we  Kingdom  men  and 
women?  Is  the  Church  of  Christ  a 
Kingdom  Church  ? 


BOO 
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APPEAL  FOR  MISSIONARIES. 

At  its  meeting  in  New  York,  Jan- 
uary 14,  the  Board  decided  to  issue 
this  appeal  for  workers: 

Young  man  to  teach  in  Academy, 
Cyprus. 

Young  man  to  teach  in  boys’  school 
in  Mersina. 

A nurse  for  hospital,  Mersina. 

A physician  (man)  for  Latakia. 

A nurse  for  hospital,  Latakia. 

Two  agriculturists — one  for  Mer- 
sina district,  one  for  Latakia  district. 

A physician  (man)  for  Tak  Hing 
(urgent). 

A young  man  to  teach  in  boys’ 
school  in  Lo  Ting. 

Nothing  but  the  scarcity  of  min- 
isters at  home  keeps  the  Board  from 
appealing  for  two  more  ministers — 
one  for  Mersina  and  one  for  Latakia. 
Even  this  does  not  warrant  us  in  fail- 
ing to  state  the  great  need  and  to  call 
attention  to  the  unprecedented  op- 
portunity opening  up  in  that  land.  We 
leave  it  to  the  young  ministers  of  the 
Church  to  decide  whether  the  Spirit 
of  God  can  best  use  them  here  or 
there. 

Findley  M.  Wilson, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  W.  M.  S.  OF  THE 
R.  P.  CONGREGATION, 
WALTON,  N.  Y. 


From  January  1,  1918,  to  January  1, 
1919. 


During  the  year  we  held  twelve 
(12)  regular  and  two  (2)  special 
meetings.  One  meeting  was  held  in 
the  church  parlors,  the  others  in  the 
different  homes.  Our  average  attend- 
ance was  ten  (10). 

In  January,  1918,  we  sent  to  the 
Southern  Mission  a box  of  pictures 
and  cards,  which  doubtless  were  re- 
ceived. On  May  the  1st  we  sent  fif- 
teen boys’  blouses  and  five  girls’ 
aprons  to  the  Indian  Mission.  Our 


next  sewing  was  the  piecing  of  blocks 
for  several  comfortables,  which,  when 
finished,  were  given  to  those  in  the 
community  who  were  in  need  of  such 
articles.  We  also  purchased  the  ma- 
terial for  and  made  four  long  table- 
cloths for  the  use  of  the  society. 

Secretary. 

Treasurer’s  Report. 


Receipts. 

Bal.,  Jan.  1,  1918 $51.21 

From  dues 27.00 

“ dues  in  advance 4.00 

“ two  members 2.40 

“ interest  .77 

“ Mite  collections 22.10 

“ members  for  Aged  Peo- 
ple’s Home 58.00 


Total $160.48 

Disbursements. 

To  printing  for  1918 $3.00 

“ salary  native  teacher  in 

China , 30.00 

“ Material  for  work 9.33 

“ Postage  on  box  to  Indian 

Mission .60 

“ Material  for  finishing  com- 

comfortables  9.11 

“ Aged  Peoples’  Home 53.00 

“ Money  advanced 1.15 

“ Printing  for  1919 2.75 

“ Miscellaneous . .45 


Total  $109.39 

Total  received  $160.48 


Balance  $51.09 


(Signed)  Treasurer. 


So  far.  as  God  is  running  this  world 
for  us  He  is  not  running  it  for  our 
happiness  but  for  our  highest  good.. 


Happiness  belongs  to  the  outward 
and  the  passing,  joy  to  the  inward  and 
permanent. 


Every  man  is  worth  just  as  much  as 
those  things  are  worth  about  which 
he  busies  himself. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

AND  NOTES  OF  THE  WORKERS 

Edited  by  Mrs.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  2517  North  Franklin  Street, 

Philadelphia,  .Penna. 


Mr.  Alvin  W.  Smith,  who  this  year 
finishes  his  course  in  our  Seminary, 
has  been  appointed  to  go  to  our  Mis- 
sion in  Cyprus  next  fall.  The  Board 
is  deeply  grateful  to  God  for  this 
answer  to  many  prayers  on  behalf  of 
Cyprus.  We  were  beginning  to  won- 
der if  there  would  be  no  minister  on 
the  Island  next  year.  Now  the  Lord 
has  provided.  Mr.  Smith,  youngest 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R,  Smith,  of 
Winchester,  Kansas,  graduated  from 
Geneva  College  June,  1916,  and  en- 
tered the  Seminary  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year.  His  interest  in  athletics, 
his  proficiency  in  music,  his  studious 
habits  and  his  more  than  usual  ability 
as  a young  preacher,  give  him  pecu- 
liar fitness  for  the  work  in  Cyprus. 
Mr.  W.  Wilbur  Weir,  whose  three- 
year  term  will  be  fulfilled  June  of  this 
year,  has  agreed,  if  it  be  thought  best, 
to  remain  another  year.  This  will  in- 
sure good  team  work  in  the  academy. 
The  Board  appeals  for  a young  man 
to  teach,  three-year  term,  in  the  acad- 
emy. He  is  needed  even  though  Mr. 
Weir  remain. 

Findley  M.  Wilson, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

* * * * 

Now  that  the  long  silence  has  been 
broken  and  news  is  filtering  through 
to  us  from  the  Syrian  field  we  are 
most  eager  to  hear  and  know  the 
latest.  There  is  something  to  tell  this 
month  about  each  of  our  workers. 
Since  the  last  issue  of  Olive  Trees  a 
letter  has  come  from  Mrs.  James  S. 
Stewart,  of  Latakia,  and  three  from 
Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar.  A cablegram 
from  Capt.  Samuel  Edgar  and  ex- 
tracts from  his  three  last  letters  to 
his  wife,  and  a letter  to  his  mother’s 
family  from  Dr.  John  Peoples  are  at 
hand.  Dr.  Stewart  has  been  released 
from  Konia  and  had  stopped  at  Mer-^ 


sine  en  route  to  Latakia.  He  was 
there  when  Dr.  Peoples  wrote  but  has 
since  reached  home.  Mrs.  McFarland 
writes  from  Geneva,  Switzerland,  en- 
closing a letter  she  had  received  from 
her  sister,  Miss  Edgar,  of  Latakia. 
Mrs.  McFarland  is  well  and  expects 
to  return  to  Mersine  and  join  Mr. 
McFarland  in  his  work  there  at  the 

earliest  possible  moment. 

* * * ❖ 

Our  other  Syrian  missionaries  who 
have  been  in  America  expect  to  return 
to  the  field  with  the  Armenian  and 
Syrian  Relief  Expedition.  Some  of 
the  men  of  this  expedition  have 
already  gone  on  navy  transports.  The 
remainder  of  the  party,  including 
women  and  children,  expect  to  leave 
very  soon  now  on  a government  trans- 
port carrying  with  them  large  stores 
of  food,  clothing,  seeds,  farming  im- 
plements, etc. — in  short,  everything 
necessary  for  the  reconstruction  of 
the  people  from  the  soil  up.  Rev.  R 
E.  Willson  and  family,  Dr.  Balph  and 
the  Misses  Sterrett  and  French  ex^ 
pect  to  go  on  this  ship.  The  date  of 
sailing  was  fixed  for  January  25th  or 
thereabouts.  The  Willson  family  have 
all  had  influenza  and  the  delay  in  sail- 
ing gives  them  a chance  for  convales- 
cence, for  which  they  are  grateful. 

* * * * 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar  was  transferred 
about  December  1 to  Tripoli,  and 
made  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
work  in  that  place.  With  the  transfer 
Mr.  Edgar  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  captain.  We  salute  the  gallant  Cap- 
tain Edgar,  being  assured  that  wher- 
ever he  goes  he  will  carry  with  him 
the  cheer  and  comfort  of  the  Great 
Commander,  whose  he  is  and  whom 
he  so  fittingly  serves.  Extracts  from 
his  recent  letters  follow : 

“November  4th.  Dr.  Dodd  has  been 
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ill  for  a week  Then  Miss  Hamilton, 
the  nurse,  took  ill,  and  I feared  we 
were  to  be  delayed  another  week  but 
she  is  up  and  able  for  the  trip.  It  is 
what  they  call  Spanish  Flu,  and  it  cer- 
tainly takes  the  strength  away.  Dr. 
Dodd  and  the  nurse  were  taken  110 
miles  on  a truck  to  Jerusalem,  he  on 
a stretcher.  They  were  glad  to  be 
where  better  care  could  be  given. 

“While  in  Beyrout  a report  reached 
me  that  there  was  some  danger  of  a 
Turkish  counter-attack  at  Latakia, 
and  I asked  the  French  Admiral  if  he 
would  not  send  a torpedo  boat,  to  be 
on  hand  to  take  Mrs.  Stewart  and  the 
other  American  and  British  friends 
on  board  if  it  should  be  necessary.  He 
very  kindly  did  so  and  a telegram 
came  back  the  next  day  that  there  was 
no  danger  of  attack  and  that  the  tor- 
pedo boat  would  remain  there  three 
days  or  longer  until  conditions  were 
well  settled.  An  Arab  mayor  had 
been  chosen  and  the  Turks  were  en- 
tirely out  of  Latakia  and  Alexan- 
dretta.” 

“November  11,  Haifa.  Great  re- 
joicing and  demonstration  over  the 
victory.  Back  to  Haifa  after  a few 
days  at  Jerusalem.  On  my  return 
imagine  my  surprise  and  joy  to  re- 
ceive the  following  telegrams:  ‘Re- 
joiced to  hear  from  you.  Mrs.  Stew- 
art, James  and  I are  well.  No  press- 
ing needs.  Will  write  you  to  Tripoli. 
Greetings  to  Florence  and  Evangeline 
where  they  are.  Dr.  Stewart  in 
Konia.  Friends  well.  Send  greet- 
ings. Maggie  B.  Edgar,’  and  ‘Your 
telegram  rejoiced  our  hearts.  Hope 
to  meet  soon.  All  well.  Sadick  Fattal.’ 
My,  these  gave  me  a great  joy  and 
made  me  want  to  go  immediately.” 

“November  18,  Haifa.  Telegram 
from  Captain  Nichol,  of  Tripoli,  said 
Edgar  and  Morely  needed  badly,  but 
we  cannot  get  away  for  two  rea- 
sons, lack  of  transportataion  and  the 
weather.  I tried  to  wire  Mersine  this 
week  but  the  message  came  back  say- 
ing there  was  no  connection  yet.” 

“Had  a helpful  Sabbath.  Went  to 


soldiers’  service,  but  only  the  captain, 
a soldier  and  myself — others  all  on 
duty.  In  the  evening  Captain  Hurd 
came  with  me  and  we  had  about  25. 
Then  after  that  I went  to  the  Austra- 
lian Flying  Corps  and  preached.  It 
was  great  joy  to  get  ministering  to 
men’s  hearts.” 

On  November  29  Captain  Edgar 
and  Captain  Nicol  were  going  to 
Tripoli.  After  looking  over  the  field 
there,  Captain  Edgar  planned  to  go 
for  a visit  to  Latakia.  Captain  Nicol 
is  very  anxious  to  have  Miss  Mearns 
for  an  orphanage  in  the  Tripoli  dis- 
trict. Not  yet  decided  where  it  shall 
be.  She  has  proved  herself  most 
capable.  She  is  now  mothering  some 
310  children.  All  of  his  letters  com- 
plain that  Captain  Edgar  is  not  re- 
ceiving word  from  his  friends  on  this 
side.  His  new  address  is  “Captain 
Samuel  Edgar,  American  Red  Cross’ 
Tripoli,  Syria.” 

*4^  H* 

This  is  the  letter  from  Dr.  John 
Peoples.  It  was  received  by  his 
mother  in  Philadelphia  on  January 
17,  1919. 

“Thanksgiving  Season,  November, 
1918.  Dear  folks,  I have  not  heard  a 
word  from  you  or  about  you  for  two 
years  or  more.  There  is  now  a possi- 
bility of  getting  a few  lines  off  on  an 
English  boat.  We  are  still  surviving^ 
through  the  Lord’s  goodness,  but  'the 
night  has  been  long  and  black.  Some 
months  ago  I tried  to  communicate 
with  you  but  have  had  no  result.  I 
am  very  busy  with  English  prisoners. 
We  are  wondering  where  we  will  be 
when  the  smoke  has  cleared  away.  The 
weather  is  chilly  and  raining.  Last 
week  for  five  minutes  we  had  a heavy 
hail  storm.  Much  glass  was  broken. 
This  loss  is  irreparable,  for  we  were 
short  of  glass  before.  Dr.  Stewart  is 
here  but  I am  trying  to  get  him  off 
on  an  English  boat,  which  may  leave 
tomorrow.  Thank  the  Lord  the  fight- 
ing is  over,  at  least  for  a time.  May 
it  never  be  repeated.  I must  leave  now 
to  meet  a train  load  of  English  pris- 
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oners.  There  is  much  sickness.  Good- 
bye for  the  present.  Lovingly,  John 
Peoples.” 

* * * * 

Mrs.  McFarland  enclosed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  when  she  wrote  last 
from  Geneva.  The  letter  is  from  her 
sister,  Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar,  of  La- 
takia,  and  was  written  on  October  30, 
1918: 

“I  am  sending  this  hasty  letter  by 
a French  warship  to  Cyprus,  to  be 
posted  to  you  there,  so  I hope  you  will 
get  it  in  good  time.  You  maybe  know 
more  than  we  do  about  affairs  here. 
We  are  no  longer  under  Turkish  rule, 
and  the  change  came  so  suddenly  and 
so  silently  as  far  as  people  here  are 
concerned  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
yet  not  to  think  we  must  be  dreaming, 

“We  here  have  only  a temporary 
Arab  government  yet  with  a French 
gunboat  lying  here  to  keep  order,  but 
now  that  Alleppo  has  surrendered  we 
hope  to  have  affairs  settled  in  a little 
while.  We  have  no  post  or  telegraph 
yet,  but  sailing  boats  are  plying  be- 
tween here  and  Beirout  and  Tripoli, 
and  the  French  warships  will  take 
letters  to  Cyprus  for  us.  1 hope  before 
what  I have  written  to  America  gets 
there  to  be  able  to  send  a cablegram. 
We  are  well  here,  but  I am  weary, 
weary.  I have  had  sc  much  to  do 
these  last  six  weeks,  especially,  I think 
you  maybe  know  this  (I  could  not 
write  you  freely)  that  at  the  1st  of 
December  I was  ordered  to  leave  the 
school  building  and  the  school  work. 

I lived  in  town  in  the  first  house  below 
where  Mr.  Haddad  used  to  live.  I 
was  there  ten  and  a half  months. 
Came  back  here  to  school  ten  days 
ago.  I was  not  uncomfortable,  the 
house  was  small  but  healthy  and  clean 
with  a nice  little  yard.  It  belonged  to 
Hanna,  the  mason.  He  died  over  a 
year  ago.  His  family  were  straitened 
and  were  glad  to  rent  it.  My  worst 
trouble  was  that  I was  hindered  about 
the  work.  I could  do  nothing  in  school 
except  in  a quiet  way  through  the 
teaching  outside.  I could  send  no  let- 


ters or  telegrams  and  be  certain  that 
they  would  go  further  than  the  hands 
of  the  censor.  But  I tried  to  look 
after  the  brethren,  counsel  the  teach- 
ers, visited  the  sick  and  kept  the  ac- 
count books.  I sent  letters  and  tele- 
grams and  had  Mrs.  Stewart  to  sign 
them.  I have  much  to  be  thankful 
for. 

“Now  this  month  we  have  had  a 
very  severe  epidemic  of  grippe,  a 
good  many  deaths  and  nearly  every- 
body sick.  I have  escaped  so  far.  We 
had  started  school  before  it  began, 
and  though  it  has  been  going  on  it 
is  small  and  irregular  until  people 
get  better.  I would  have  closed  up 
altogether  but  you  know  people  take 
no  precautions  here  anyway,  and  it 
did  not  seem  that  it  would  make  any 
difference. 

“I  have  written  to  you  two  or  three 
times  since  I last  heard  from  you,  but 
think  it  doubtful  whether  you  would 
get  anything.  I often  think  about 
you  and  about  James.  Sometimes  I 
have  wished  we  could  have  had  him 
here  awhile.  I have  been  unable  to 
get  any  communication  with  him,  and 
now  of  course  we  are  cut  off  from 
Turkey  altogether.  Mrs.  Stewart 
heard  quite  regularly  from  Dr.  Stew- 
art until  the  week  of  the  change,  but 
of  course,  she  can  get  nothing  now, 
She  is  most  anxious  to  hear  from 
Robert.  Asks  me  to  tell  you  if  you 
can  write  to  him  to  do  so.  She 
has  had  no  word  direct  yet.  If  there 
should  not  be  open  communication  by 
the  time  you  get  this  (but  I think 
there  will  be)  write  to  me  to  Mr, 
McCarroll,  and  he  will  send  over  by 
the  boats.  We  were  able  always  to 
get  money  from  the  Beirout  Press, 
only  there  have  been  times  when  let- 
ters did  not  come  and  did  not  go,  no- 
body could  know  why.  'The  people 
who  were  liable  to  military  service 
are  the  most  relieved  by  this  new 
change,  and  also  the  change  in  the 
price  of  provisions.  Wheat  has  gone 
down  to  less  than  half  the  price  it  was 
six  weeks  ago.  But,  oh,  the  poverty, 
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the  poverty.  So  many  have  been 
brought  from  comparative  plenty  to 
the  lowest  state  of  poverty  and 
wretchedness. 

“I  have  written  very  hastily,  for 
they  say  the  boat  is  leaving  this  after- 
noon. They  come  and  go  but  there  is 
always  one  here.  I have  written  Dr. 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Steele  and  I would 
like  to  get  a letter  to  cousin  Sam  if 
possible.  I don’t  know  his  where- 
abouts, but  if  he  is  in  Egypt  I think 
I can  find  him.  Now  I must  stop. 
Very  dear  love  to  you  and  hoping  you 
will  be  able  soon  to  get  back  to  your 
husband.  Your  sister,  Maggie  B. 
Edgar.” 

* * * * 

Tak  Hing,  China.  Miss  Huston’s 
budget  of  hews  items  from  Tak  Hing 
got  here  two  days  after  Olive  Trees 
went  to  press  last  month.  It  was 
mailed  in  good  time  from  the  other 
side  but  all  mails  are  a little  uncert  Jiin 
yet.  This  is  specially  true  of  the 
Pacific  mails.  However,  the  news  is 
welcome  and  still  fresh  to  us.  There 
is  a letter  from  Rev.  John  Robb.  His 
letter  gives,  among  other  things,  his 
view  of  the  German  situation.  He 
writes,  “Since  there  has  been  such 
a complete  cave-in  on  the  part  of  the 
Kaiser  and  his  hordes,  I think  it 
likely  that  exchange  will  drop  before 
long  to  somewhere  near  its  pre-war 
state.  I wonder  if  anybody  sus- 
pected that  there  would  be  such  a 
complete  and  sudden  breaking  up  of 
things  in  the  Kaiser’s  domain.  I 
thought  it  would  be  strange  if  there 
were  no  internal  troubles  in  Germany 
but  never  dreamed  of  such  a spectacle 
as  that  which  is  now  presented  there. 
Europe  is  in  a terrible  state.  It  looks 
as  though  a lot  of  troops  will  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  different  countries 
from  falling  into  anarchy  entirely. 
But  wouldn’t  it  have  been  a sight  to 
see  the  All-Highest  hiking  over  to 
Queen  Wilhelmina  for  protection, 
after  all  his  brag  and  bluster  during 
the  last  four  years  ?” 

Mr.  Robb  further  writes : 


“The  present  year  has  been  in  many 
respects  a very  hard  one  for  China.  It 
has  been  unique,  both  for  the  number, 
and  also  the  character  of  her  troubles. 
The  statement  is  frequently  made  by 
the  Chinese  themselves  that  never  has 
there  been  such  a combination  of  dif- 
ficulties as  has  been  seen  in  1918.  Not 
only  has  there  been  retrogression 
along  many  lines,  but  a retrogression 
that  has  carried  the  country  back  be- 
yond where  she  was  before  the  revo- 
lution of  1911.  During  the  Manchu 
regime  gambling  was  one  of  the  usual 
sources  of  revenue  for  governmental 
purposes.  The  opium  traffic  was  in 
full  blast.  Everything  was  “wide 
open.”  But  with  the  overthrow  of  the 
Manchu  dynasty  and  the  setting  up  of 
the  republic,  a change  was  wrought 
that  was  exceedingly  encouraging  in 
appearance,  at  least.  The  opium 
market  was  destroyed,  even  when  the 
traffic  was  supported  by  foreign  influ- 
ence and  money  in  many  places. 
Gambling  was  prohibited,  and  in  a 
way  that  really  prohibited.  There 
were  many  things  that  seemed  to  indi- 
cate that  at  last  a new  era  had  dawned 
on  the  Chinese  people,  and  that  they 
were  entering  upon  a better  age  than 
China  had  ever  known.  People  who 
called  in  question  the  permanence  of 
the  change  were  dubbed  pessimists, 
and  regarded  as  lacking  in  faith.  And 
for  some  years  there  was  much  that 
seemed  to  justify  the  high  hopes  of 
the  more  optimistic.  The  twin  vices, 
gambling  and  opium  smoking,  disap- 
peared from  public  view.  That  both 
were  indulged  in  privately  seems 
fairly  evident.  But  in  a public  way, 
prohibition  really  prohibited.  But 
political  differences  between  the  north 
and  south  prevented  the  new  govern- 
ment from  becoming  stabilized.  Be- 
fore two  years  had  passed  under  the 
Republican  regime,  another  revolution 
was  under  way.  It  was  somewhat 
abortive  in  its  results,  but  served  to 
keep  the  smouldering  embers  of  dis- 
content and  antagonism  between 
north  and  south  from  dying  out.  The 
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need  for  money  to  keep  the  machinery 
of  government  moving,  became  more 
pressing  as  time  went  on.  The  Presi- 
dent, advised  by  men  who  had  noth- 
ing but  their  own  welfare  in  mind, 
decided  to  proclaim  himself  Emperor, 
with  disastrous  results  to  both  him- 
self and  the  country’s  tranquility.  The 
Manchus  succeeded  in  restoring  theii 
last  Emperor  to  the  throne  for  the 
space  of  one  week.  Japan  was  period- 
ically making  impossible  demands  ot 
China.  A larger  military  establish- 
ment seemed  a necessity,  and  large 
sums  of  money  were  necessary  to 
create  it.  The  financial  aspect  of  the 
situation  seemed  to  be  most  promi- 
nent. And,  finally,  the  government  in 
several  provinces  decided  to  legalize 
the  gambling  curse  again.  In  Kwong 
-Tung  this  traffic  was  begun  again  on 
July  1,  1917.  And  during  the  present 
year  the  sale  of  opium  has  also  been 
legalized  in  certain  cities.  But  the 
use  of  it  is  becoming  alarmingly  prev- 
alent everywhere.  The  writer  saw  a 
man  smoking  opium  openly  in  a native 
passenger  boat  recently.  He  also  saw 
in  the  government  telegraph  office  in 
Tak  Hing  an  opium  smoking  outfit 
lying  in  full  view  of  the  public.  Then, 
aside  from  these  matters  of  a govern- 
mental character,  the  elements  seem 
to  have  arrayed  themselves  in  antag- 
onism to  the  peace  and  tranquility  of 
the  people  of  China.  Another  flood 
during  this  last  summer,  and  coming 
so  late  as  to  seriously  interfere  with 
the  planting  of  the  second  rice  crop, 
was  a real  calamity.  And  now  there 
is  danger  of  drought  that  will  render 
impossible  the  maturing  of  the  crop 
even  in  places  where  it  was  success- 
fully planted.  Thus  a whole  train  of 
calamities  are  being  visited  upon  this 
unfortunate  country.  Are  they  the 
voice  of  God  calling  to  this  people  to 
repent?  Surely  it  can  be  for  no  other 
reaason  that  He  is  making  their  hard- 
ships to  increase  both  in  number  and 
in  bitterness.  That  faith  in  false  gods 
is  being  lost  is  evident  in  many  quar- 
ters. Make  it  your  prayer,  as  we  are 


making  it  ours,  that  this  great  people 
may  heed  the  admonition,  ‘Look  unto 
me  and  be  ye  saved.’  ” 

* * * * 

Miss  Huston  tells  us : 

“A  short  time  ago  Grandma  Nip 
was  reported  to  be  ill  and  in  all  prob- 
ability on  her  deathbed.  But  she  sur- 
prised us  by  coming  out  for  the  Con- 
ference and  Communion  last  week 
Her  daughter  told  her  about  the  meet- 
ings, and  she  said,  ‘I  haven’t  any 
strength,  but  I must  go  to  Commu- 
nion.’ By  frequent  rests  at  the  road- 
side, she  made  the  trip,  a mile  or  more 
in  half  a day.  Of  course,  according  to 
her  faith,  she  was  invited  to  stay  in 
the  school,  but  she  was  so  exhausted 
by  the  trip  that  she  got  to  church  only 
on  Sabbath,  missing  the  other  three 
or  four  days.  She  had  a chapter  to 
add  to  her  troubles  this  time.  She 
said,  ‘The  flood  came  into  my  house 
twice  this  summer.  The  water  was 
up  to  my  neck  and  I didn’t  get  a bath 
for  several  days.’  She  evidently  is  sat- 
isfied with  long  life,  as  she  said,  ‘Why 
doesn’t  the  Heavenly  Father  take  me 
to  heaven?  My  life  here  has  been 
long  enough,  and  I am  so  old  and  help- 
less and  useless.’  The  daughter  has  a 
son  who  is  a Christian,  but  she  has 
never  shown  any  interest  in  the  Doc- 
trine, except  to  beg  help  for  hex 
mother  from  the  Church.  However, 
as  she  included  herself  in  my  invita- 
tion to  the  mother  to  stay  in  the 
Women’s  School  during  the  meetings, 
we  hope  living  among  Christians  for 
a few  days  will  have  a good  influence 
on  her.” 

* * * * 

“Our  women’s  meeting  last  Sabbath 
afternoon  was  especially  interesting 
and  helpful,  because  we  had  quite  a 
number  of  the  Christian  women  from 
the  country  with  us,  and  all  took  part 
in  the  meeting,  even  women  seventy 
years  old,  and  younger  women  who  do 
not  know  a character,  standing  up  be- 
fore the  audience  and  telling  of  their 
Christian  experience.  Some  spoke  of 
their  hardships  and  sorrows,  and 
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asked  for  our  prayers,  but  each  also 
had  something  to  be  thankful  for. 
Their  faces  showed  that  their  hearts 
were  lightened  by  the  fellowship  and 
sympathy  of  the  other  Christian 
women,  and  they  went  back  to  their 
homes  with  new  strength  and  courage 
for  living  the  Christ  life.” 

•i*  4*  *!• 

The  girls’  school  was  closed  for  a 
few  days  the  last  week  in  October,  as 
most  of  the  pupils  and  teachers  were 
laid  up  with  an  epidemic  of  what  is 
called  Shanghai  fever,  or  influenza. 

“The  school  is  undergoing  a season 
of  slander  and  villifying  on  account 
of  a former  pupil  who  drifted  into  sin 
and  shame.  The  relatives  say  she 
learned  her  wicked  ways  while  at 
school,  and  that  all  the  pupils  are 
being  trained  to  follow  her  footsteps. 
The  mother  of  one  of  our  most  prom- 
ising pupils  came  to  take  her  daugh- 
ter home,  but  she  refused  to  go,  say- 
ing, T have  always  obeyed  you  in 
everything,  but  I will  not  in  this,  be- 
cause I know  you  are  wrong  to  listen 
to  what  people  say  about  the  foreign- 
ers and  the  school.  I will  not  give  up 
my  opportunity  because  of  their  vile 
slander.  It  will  not  harm  me  nor  the 
school  in  the  end,  but  will  return  to 
defile  their  own  mouths.’  ” 

HEARD  HERE  AND  THERE, 

“When  I came  to  church  this  morn- 
ing, the  neighbors  and  folks  along  the 
way  slandered  me,  and  told  me  not  to 
come  to  church,  as  it  sure  would  cause 
a drought.  They  said  the  gods  were 
angry  and  refused  to  send  rain  be- 
cause I left  them  to  worship  Jesus.  I 
said  to  them  ‘You  needn’t  talk  that 
way  to  me,  because  it  isn’t  true.  The 
True  God  manages  the  rain,  and  He  is 
withholding  it  because  you  are  so 
wicked  and  will  not  believe  Him.  I 
could  ask  my  Heavenly  Father  to  send 
rain  tonight,  and  He  would  do  it! 
Thank  the  Heavenly  Father!” — The 
broken-legged  man’s  mother. 


“Children  in  the  city  learn  to 
gamble  in  a small  way  almost  as  soon 
as  they  are  big  enough  to  get  away 
from  their  mothers.  If  they  are  sent 
to  market  to  buy  vegetables  or  meat, 
they  will  first  go  and  gamble  with  the 
money,  either  with  a playmate  or  at 
a gambling  table.  If  they  gain  they 
are  that  much  better  off,  and  if  they 
lose  the  family  goes  without  ‘soong,’ 
the  young  gambler  perhaps  getting  a 
scolding  that  doesn’t  have  any  effect. 
China  certainly  will  go  to  ruin  if  they 
don’t  stop  gambling.  I tell  you,  out 
of  eleven  boys,  ten  know  how  to 
gamble,  and  many  girls,  too.  But, 
fortunately,  there  is  not  a girl  in 
school  who  knows  how.  One  who  re- 
cently entered  school  had  the  smok- 
ing habit,  but  we  hid  her  pipe  and 
burned  her  tobacco,  so  she  had  to 
quit.  The  pupils  we  have  now  are 
certainly  the  best  we  have  ever  had, 
and  how  I do  love  the  wee  ones!” — 
Wan  Wai  Kit,  teacher  in  Tak  Hing 
Girls’  School. 

* * * * 

“Yes,  the  baby  is  a little  better,  but 
the  medicine  you  gave  me  for  it  was 
not  the  right  kind.”  “How  do  you 
know  it  was  not  the  right  kind?” 
“Why,  I was  afraid  it  was  not  suit- 
able medicine,  so  I took  two  winecups 
of  it  myself  before  I gave  any  to  the 
baby,  and  it  didn’t  do  me  any  good,  so 
I knew  it  wasn’t  ‘hop’  the  baby.” 
(She  had  been  given  a one-ounce 
bottle.) 

^ * 

Lo  Ting,  China.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Mitch 
ell  sends  the  news  from  Lo  Ting. 
Friends  will  be  glad  to  know  that  her 
rheumatism  is  very  much  better  but 
not  quite  gone : 

“Communion  was  held  at  Ch’e  Tsai. 
November  3d.  One  man  apd  two 
babies  were  baptized.  There  were 
twenty-two  communicants,  all  of 
whom  were  praising  God  for  sparing 
their  lives  while  so  many  of  their 
neighbors  succumbed  to  influenza  and 
pneumonia. 
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“The  girls'  school  was  closed  for 
ten  days  because  of  sickness  among 
pupils  and  teachers.  Chung  Oi  Kei, 
a graduate  of  the  Tak  Hing  school 
and  one  of  our  most  valuable  teachers; 
developed  pneumonia,  and  was  very 
serious  from  the  first.  She  passed 
from  this  world  into  the  Heavenly 
Home  Tuesday  evening,  November 
12th.  She  is  greatly  missed  in  the 
church  as  well  as  in  the  school.  The 
epidemic  of  influenza  is  somewhat 
abated  in  this  community  since  we 
have  had  rain  and  cooler  weather. 


“Mr.  Mitchell  spent  last  Wednes- 
day at  Wai  Tai  and  went  to  Sz  Lun 
Saturday  to  stay  over  Sabbath.  For 
several  months  two  young  men  have 
been  preaching  in  these  two  cities  and 
are  urgently  calling  for  chapels  to  be 
opened  there.  The  necessary  funds 
for  this  work  was  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion in  the  Lo  Ting  congregation. 


“Nip  Fuk  Ts’uen  and  Hui  Yan  Teng 
are  our  representatives  in  the  evan- 
gelistic party  which  at  present  is 
touring  the  Tak  Hing  district,  and 
will  work  in  the  Lo  Ting  district  later. 
A letter  from  Mr.  Nip  last  week 
brought  encouraging  news  as  to  the 
success  of  the  meetings. 


“Two  new  classes  for  women  have 
been  organized  recently,  one  for 
Christian  women  who  are  committing 
Psalms,  and  the  other  for  non-Chris- 
tians who  are  interested  enough  in 
the  gospel  to  commit  verses  of  Scrip- 
tures. Six  new  names  have  been 
added  to  the  inquirer’s  class. 


“Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in 
the  chapel,  and  after  the  sermon  an 
opportunity  was  given  for  personal 
testimony.  Many  responded  with 
hearts  full  of  praise  for  the  blessings 
the  Lord  had  bestowed  upon  them. 

“A  public  reading  room  has  been 
opened  in  an  old  temple  next  door  to 
the  girls’  school,  A Bible  and  four- 


teen popular  religious  and  medical 
books  were  presented  to  the  library. 


“Mr.  Chiu,  who  was  postmaster  for 
a number  of  years,  moved  to  Canton 
last  week.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  him 
because  of  his  efficiency  as  a public- 
official,  also  his  wife,  who  was  a mem- 
ber of  a Bible  class  and  their  daugh- 
ter, who  was  a pupil  in  the  kinder- 
garten.” 

Two  days  after  the  copy  for  news 
department  went  to  the  printer,  the 
following  was  received  from  Mrs.  M. 
J.  McFarland,  of  Belle  Center,  Ohio. 
It  makes  the  news  from  the  circle  in 
the  Levant  complete,  as  we  had  al- 
ready heard  from  all  but  Mr.  McFar- 
land. On  January  21  Mrs.  McFar- 
land writes : “I  received  a letter  this 
noon  from  my  dear  son,  A.  J.,  in  Mer- 
sine  from  his  own  hand.  I thought 
you  would  be  glad  to  know  this  after 
such  a long  silence.  He  said  he  was 
not  sure  I would  get  it,  but  he  sent  it 
by  an  English  officer  who,  in  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  was  to  embark 
that  day.  He  (the  officer)  had  been 
a prisoner  of  war  since  the  fall  of  Kut 
El  Mar  in  April,  1916.  He  was  not 
sure  he  would  be  allowed  to  carry 
letters  out  with  him,  but  this  one 
got  through  all  right.  My  son  is  still 
looking  for  word  that  Isabel  is  com- 
ing to  him,  but  he  thinks,  perhaps,  the 
fact  that  so  many  soldiers  are  being 
moved  just  now  may  hinder  her.  He 
remarks  how  marvelous  has  been  the 
Lord’s  goodness  to  us  all,  and  to  all 
the  world.  May  the  world  be  impress- 
ed with  his  goodness  and  power,  and 
attracted  to  His  Anointed  the  desire 
of  all  nations.  Schools  in  Tarsus  have 
kept  right  on  fuller  than  before.”  The 
whole  Church  will  unite  with  us  in 
thanking  Mrs.  McFarland  for  sending 
us  this  good  news. 


See  that  each  hour’s  feelings  and 
thoughts  and  actions  are  pure  and 
true;  then  will  your  life  be  such. — 
Beecher. 
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WOMEN'S  DEPARTMENT 

Edited  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin  a id  Mrs.  M.  E.  Metheny, 
College  Hill,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 


WORKING  WOMEN  OF  THE 
ORIENT. 


Chapter  IV. 


Women  Working  Together. 


By  Mary  E.  Metheny. 


1.  What  has  joined  women  in  ser- 

vice? 

2.  What  is  said  of  the  influence  of 

women  in  the  revolutionary 
movement  in  Persia  ? 

3.  What  was  Russia’s  ultimatum 'to 

Persia? 

4.  What  did  these  women  do  after 

the  revolution? 

5.  What  service  did  women  do  for 

the  Young  Turk  Party? 

6.  What  society  have  women  organ- 

ized in  Constantinople  since  the 
revolution  ? 

7.  What  are  its  aims? 

8.  What  work  has  the  Red  Crescent 

done? 

9.  What  advance  is  there  in  India? 

10.  What  stand  did  the  women  take 

in  regard  to  the  attempt  on  the 
life  of  the  Viceroy? 

11.  Do  women  have  any  part  in  mu- 

nicipal affairs? 

12.  How  do  they  show  their  loyalty 

to  the  British  Government? 

13.  What  great  change  has  taken 

place  in  the  matter  of  combined 
effort? 

14.  What  attitude  are  both  Hindu  and 

Mohammedan  women  taking 
towards  education? 

15.  What  was  the  object  of  a meet- 

ing of  women  in  Gujerat? 

16.  What  society  was  organized  in 

Bombay  in  1903,  and  what  was 
its  object? 

17.  Do  the  women  confine  their  mem- 

bership to  their  own  sects  ? 


18.  What  is  the  Seva  Sadan? 

19.  What  other  Indian  societies? 

20.  What  part  did  women  take  in  the 

revolution  in  China? 

21.  The  case  of  Dr.  Chang. 

22.  What  enterprise  did  school  girls 

undertake,  and  what  came  of 
it? 

23.  Give  an  account  of  the  Anti-foot- 

binding Society. 

24.  Other  meetings  in  Pekin  and 

Canton  and  their  objects. 

25.  The  society  for  the  suppression  of 

the  opium  trade. 

26.  What  are  the  ten  demands  of  the 

Suffrage  Society? 

27.  Give  an  account  of  the  Social  Ser- 

vice League  of  Changsha. 

28.  Work  against  tuberculosis  and 

infant  mortality. 

29.  Who  initiated  the  Women’s 

League  of  Service,  and  for 
what  purpose? 

30.  What  change  in  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.? 

31.  What  virtue  is  born  in  the  Japan- 

ese? 

32.  What  Red  Cross  work  did  their 

women  do  in  the  Russo-Japan- 
ese war? 

33.  How  long  since  thirty  women  or- 

ganized the  Educational  So- 
ciety ? 

34.  What  other  societies  among  Jap- 

anese women? 

35.  Work  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and 

when  organized? 

36.  What  hope  does  this  spirit  of  co- 

operation hold  forth? 

37.  What  effort  should  be  put  forth 

by  the  Christian  world? 


The  chief  business  of  the  Christian 
Church,  is  not  to  nurse  itself,  but  to 
evangelize  the  world. 


The  realization  of  God’s  presence 
is  the  one  sovereign  remedy  against 
temptation. — Fenelon. 
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JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT. 


Jack  and  Janet  in  the  Philippines. 


Chapter  V. 

Panay  and  Negros. 

Dear  Boys  and  Girls : 

The  work  of  the  missionary  con- 
sists of  much  more  than  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel.  He  must  live  it, 
and,  more  than  that,  he  must  teach 
the  natives  how  to  live  it.  So  mis- 
sionary work  includes  preaching, 
teaching  and  medical  work,  domestic 
science,  manual  training  and  many 
other  things.  Industrial  schools,  day 
schools  and  hospitals  are  needed  as 
well  as  Sabbath  Schools  and  churches. 

Generally  speaking,  only  ministers, 
doctors  and  teachers  are  sent  out  as 
missionaries,  and  not  always  all  three 
to  man  one  station.  Thus  it  fre- 
quently happens  that  a minister  must 
also  be  the  doctor  and  teacher,  while 
a teacher  will  have  to  teach  the  gospel 
as  well  as  reading,  writing  and  arith- 
metic and  prescribe  simple  remedies 
in  cases  of  sickness.  All  may  have  to 
be  lawyers  and  in  otherwise  act  as 
general  emergency  men,  or  women. 
So  it  is  plainly  to  be  seen  that  to  be 
a missionary  one  must  be  an  all- 
around  capable  person.  No  one  of  in- 
ferior abilities  may  hope  to  qualify. 

The  conditions  under  which  the 
pioneer  missionary  must  live  are  such 
as  to  dismay  all  but  the  spirit-filled 
heart.  In  time  he  can  build  a com- 
fortable home  for  himself  and  see 
schools,  dormitories  and  hospitals  sur- 
rounding it.  But  he  must  personally 
superintend  the  erecting  of  these.  The 
preacher  must  become  also  an  archi- 
tect. In  the  out  stations,  a native 
house  usually  suffices  and  these  are 
often  primitive  to  the  extreme. 

There  are  never  enough  mission- 
aries. If  we  had  sent  men  and  money 
to  convert  our  neighbors  as  we  have 
had  to  do  to  make  war  against  them, 
we  might  have  been  spared  the  blood- 


shed and  suffering  of  the  recent  con- 
flict. However,  each  missionary  tries 
to  multiply  his  work  if  he  cannot 
do  two  or  three  things  at  once,  he 
comes  as  near  this  as  is  humanly 
possible.  A central  point  is  picked 
out  and  the  church,  boys’  and  girls’ 
schools,  hospital  and  missionary 
homes  are  built.  Then  the  workers 
gradually  reach  out  to  the  surround- 
ing villages.  In  some  schools  are  es- 
tablished with  native  teachers ; at 
other  places  preaching  and  dispensary 
aid  is  given  on  the  more  or  less  fre- 
quent itinerating  tours  taken  in  that 
direction.  Thus  a regular  group  of 
out-stations  soon  surround  the  central 
one. 

The  missionaries  must  visit  these 
stations  frequently.  The  roads  are 
seldom  good.  Sometimes  a horse  or 
bicycle  can  be  used  but  often  the  only 
means  of  reaching  them  is  on  foot. 
Riding  a horse  all  day  over  rough 
mountain  roads  as  in  Syria,  where 
there  is  not  much  road  mending  done, 
or  walking  a narrow,  slippery,  muddy 
path  between  rice  fields  as  in  China 
or  the  Philippines  are  slow  and  ardu- 
ous means  of  travel.  Much  time  is 
wasted  and  much  energy  lost  because 
of  the  poor  transportation  facilities. 

This  is  only  a hint  of  some  of  the 
hardships  of  missionary  life,  yet 
many  endure  them  willingly,  even 
gladly,  for  the  sake  of  him  whose  they 
are  and  whom  they  serve.  If  the  hard- 
ships are  great,  the  reward  is  corre- 
spondingly great.  Think  of  the  joy 
of  a first  communion  after  years  of 
labor.  Think  of  the  joy  of  teaching 
others  to  walk  in  the  “Jesus  road.” 
Imagine  the  pleasure  in  seeing  men 
turn  from  their  idols  to  the  worship 
of  the  living  and  true  God,  from 
heathenism  turn  to  the  ways  of  Chris- 
tianity and  civilization.  It  should  in- 
spire us  to  dedicate  our  lives  anew 
to  the  service  of  God  and  we  should 
count  nothing  too  hard  if  we  can 
work  with  and  for  our  Master. 

Mary  A.  McWilliams. 
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AN  EXPLANATION. 

Owing  to  a misunderstanding  the 
space  which  we  expected  to  lead  with 
an  article  from  the  Kansas  Presby- 
terial  will  be  used  for  an  Editorial 
explanation. 

During  the  Conference  in  the 
Beaver  Falls  Church  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  Synod,  the  Editor  responsible 
for  keeping  this  space  filled  asked  that 
each  Presbyterial  should  select  an- 
nually two  correspondents  to  prepare 
an  article  for  these  columns.  This 
would  provide  an  article  for  each  of 
the  ten  months  for  which  we  are  sup- 
posed to  find  material — the  July- Au- 
gust number  not  having  space  for  our 
Department.  Later  the  Editors  wrote 
to  the  officers  of  each  Presbyterial 
personally,  asking  them  to  select  cor- 
respondents and  forward  their  names 
to  us.  All  the  Presbyterials  except 
Kansas  and  Pittsburgh  had  their 
names  in  before  November,  and  the 
first  article,  that  from  Colorado  Pres- 
byterial, was  published  in  that  num- 
ber. Now  the  backwardness  of  Pitts- 
burgh arose  from  the  fact  that  the 
Executive  was  kept  from  meeting  by 
the  prevailing  epidemic  until  this 
month,  when  they  promptly  sent  in 
the  names  of  their  correspondents, 
and  provided  for  alternates. 

Kansas  requires  more  explanation, 
so  I have  left  it  till  the  last.  The 
Editor  wrote  to  the  Kansas  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  and  received  a 
prompt  answer,  naming  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Edgar.  The  Editor  wrote  again,  ask- 
ing for  the  name  of  the  second  cor- 
respondent, and  asked  that  an  article 
might  be  ready  for  the  February 
number.  This  brought  the  following 
reply : “The  name  of  the  second 

member  of  the  Com.  of  Kansas  Pres, 
is  Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb,  Topeka,'  Kansas 
We  are  a little  puzzled  to  know  what 
this  Com.  is  for,  and  what  it  is  doing, 
and  who  is  chairman.  What  is  being 
done  about  topics  for  devotional  ex- 
ercises? The  proposition  from  Kansas 
Pres,  was  that  one  from  each  Presby- 


terial be  appointed  to  form  one  Com- 
mittee, and  they  would  arrange  for 
topics.  Does  this  take  the  place  of 
that  proposition? — Mrs.  J.  G.  Me- 
Elhinney.” 

Then  came  a letter  from  Mrs. 
Edgar,  in  which  she  said,  “We  under- 
stand that  I was  elected  by  our  Exec- 
utive to  act  on  the  committee  to  pre- 
pare uniform  devotional  exercises  for 
use  in  all  local  societies.  I understand 
that  I am  to  act  as  chairman  of  this 
committee.” 

Now  it  became  evident  that  we 
were  talking  about  entirely  different 
things,  and  it  had  escaped  my  notice 
that  the  Kansas  members  used  Com - 
mittee  instead  of  Correspondents. 
Naturally  they  could  not  understand 
why  I was  asking  for  a second.  Mrs. 
Edgar,  fearing  that  she  was  expected 
also  to  supply  us  with  an  article,  sent 
one  which  she  said  might  not  be  time- 
ous,  as  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  had  been  written  were  changed. 
S‘he  asked  that  in  any  case  it  should 
be  returned  to  her.  I wrote  at  once 
telling  her  that  we  had  no  intention 
of  adding  to  the  duties  connected  with 
her  Committee  work ; as  she  had  man- 
ifestly not  been  appointed  a corre- 
spondent, it  would  be  unfair  to  ask 
anything  of  her  in  that  line.  We 
asked  that  as  no  second  member  of 
Committee  was  needed  they  would  be 
pleased  to  continue  Mrs.  Robb  as  Cor- 
respondent, her  turn  to  come  in  Sep- 
tember. The  Kansas  turn  for  Febru- 
ary of  this  year  would  have  to  be 
omitted,  as  trying  to  fill  it  would  dis- 
arrange the  whole  system. 

Now  our  reasons  for  asking  to  have 
these  correspondents  appointed  are 
two : First,  we  are  responsible  for  a 

space  that  will  contain  600  words, 
more  or  less.  Under  the  old  method 
the  Editors  had  to  write  to  some  one 
asking  for  an  article  to  fill  this  space, 
and  some  times  we  would  have  to 
write  to  two  or  three  before  we  could 
secure  an  article,  and  run  the  risk  of 
getting  no  one  in  time.  Second,  we 
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wished  to  get  these  articles  from  the 
whole  Church,  and  not  from  a section, 
and  we  felt  that  each  Executive  was 
more  likely  than  we  to  select  the  per- 
sons best  qualified  to  do  the  work. 

So,  in  short,  what  we  desire  is  this : 
That  each  Presbyterial  shall  annually 
appoint  two  correspondents  to  send 
us  an  article  of  600  words,  we  have 
space  for  no  more;  the  writer  to  se- 
lect her  own  subject,  and  have  the 
article  in  the  hands  of  the  Editors  on 
the  12th  of  the  month  previous  to  that 
in  which  it  is  to  appear.  The  table 
will  show  what  month  that  is,  long 
enough  for  the  writer  to  have  ample 
time  for  preparation.  The  names  of 
the  correspondents  should  be  sent  to 
us  as  soon  as  chosen. 

The  Presbvterials  are  to  be  taken 
alphabetically,  and  when  they  have 
been  gone  over  once  we  begin  again 
with  Colorado.  The  schedule  append- 
ed, will,  I hope  make  all  clear  and 
prevent  future  complications. 


Schedule  of  Correspondents  for 
“Olive  Trees.’ ’ 

Colorado. 


Mrs.  S.  B.  McClelland, 
.T.  Boggs  Dodds, 

Illinois. 

O.  F.  Thompson, 

H.  B.  McMillan. 

Iowa. 

Mrs.  R.  Harsh  *1. 
Miss  Pearl  Dunlap, 

Kansas. 


Pittsburgh. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  F.  MacKee, 
John  Peoples. 


*1 — Mrs.  Harsh’s  place  wf 
Mrs.  McClure. 

*2 — This  space  filled  by 
above. 

*3 — Pittsburgh  Presbytery 
nates. 

Mary 


November. 

April. 

December. 

May. 

January. 

June. 

February  *2. 
September. 

March. 

October  *3. 

s taken  this  month  by 

Editors,  as  explained 

also  appointed  Alter- 

E.  Metheny. 


The  ideal  for  a nation  is  to  grow — 
not  in  surface,  but  in  height. — Paul 
Richard , 


You  cannot  run  away  from  a weak- 
ness; you  must  sometime  fight  it  out 
or  perish,  and  if  that  be  so,  why  not 
now  and  where  you  stand? — Robert 
Louis  Stevenson. 


In  the  September  issue  of  Olive 
Trees  an  announcement  was  made  in 
the  Women’s  Department  of  a meet- 
ing held  during  the  last  meeting  ot 
Synod  of  the  women  in  attendance. 
Recommendations  from  Colorado  and 
Kansas  Presbyterials  were  discussed. 
The  former  about  the  advisability  of 
forming  a Synodical  Missionary  So- 
ciety and  the  latter  about  uniform 
topics  for  devotional  study  in  all  the 
local  societies  of  the  Church. 

Colorado  Presbyterial  was  asked  to 
take  the  initiative,  and  through  the 
officers  of  this  society,  have  issued  a 
call  to  the  women  of  the  Church, 
which  appears  in  this  issue. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Edgar,  Lyons,  Kansas, 
is  chairman  of  the  Committee  for 
Preparing  Uniform  Topics.  I was 
appointed  to  represent  Pittsburgh 
Presbyterial  in  this  committee.  We 
hope  soon  to  be  able  to  publish  the 
names  of  the  full  committee.  It  would 
help  your  committee  to  have  an  ex- 
pression of  the  mind  of  societies  re- 
garding this  matter.  We  like  to  think 
we  can  reach  all  societies  through 
Olive  Trees  and  that  all  read  Wom- 
en’s Department. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin. 


A CALL  TO  THE  WOMEN  OF  THE 
REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  OF  NORTH 
AMERICA. 

The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Wom- 
en’s Missionary  Association  of  Colo- 
rado Presbytery  hereby  call  represen- 
tative women  from  the  missionary  so- 
cieties of  the  Church  to  meet  in  Belle 
Center,  Ohio,  some  time  between  the 
dates  of  June  4 and  June  10,  1919, 
to  organize  a Women’s  Synodical  or 
General  Missionary  Society. 

This  call  is  in  response  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  women  at  a called  meet- 
ing during  last  Synod,  in  which  the 
following  action  was  taken: 

“The  desire  of  the  women  present 
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seemed  to  be  to  co-operate  with  the 
Colorado  Presbyterial  in  their  plan 
for  a conference  in  1919  and  look  to 
the  Colorado  Presbyterial  to  take  the 
initiative.’  ' 

Confidently  expecting  an  enthusi- 
astic response  to  this  call  we  will  co- 
operate with  other  Presbyterials  in 
planning  for  a great  conference  in 
June,  1919. 

Yours  for  a greater  efficiency  in 
our  missionary  work, 

Mrs.  Myrta  May  Dodds,  President, 
457  S.  Clarkson  St.,  Denver. 

Mrs.  James  Carson,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, 939  S.  Corona  St. 

Mrs.  Matilda  McClelland,  Sec- 
retary, Greeley. 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Orr,  Treasurer. 
Greeley. 


LITTLE  STORIES  FROM  JERUSALEM 


The  Baby  in  Her  Arms. 

Nivart  was  dandling  the  tiniest  of 
tiny  girl  babies.  “Her  mother  is  sick,” 
she  explained.  “You  see  Arjadulis  is 
only  five  months  old  and  there  is  an- 
other baby  coming,  and  with  that  and 
the  mother's  fever,  the  milk  is  all 
spoiled  for  her.  But  she  is  good  just 
the  same,  the  little  sweetheart.  (The 
mother  is  a child  herself,  and  the 
father  is  only  twenty.)  We  had  to 
marry  our  girls  to  our  own  men,  re- 
gardless of  their  youth,  else  the  Arabs 
took  them.  The  Arabs  were  better  to 
us  than  the  Turks.  They  would  not 
take  a married  woman  by  force.  But, 
oh,  it  is  good  to  be  here  where  one  goes 
to  sleep  at  night  without  fear.  They 
took  our  men  in  one  direction  and  us 
in  another,  the  Turks 'did.  All  that 
long  way,  the  three  months  that  we 
were  walking,  the  older  women  tried 
to  protect  the  younger  ones.  The 
pretty  girls  defaced  themselves  so  that 
the  Turks  would  not  look  at  them.'’ 
She  gave  Arjadulis  a little  love-shake 
and  kissed  her. 

“You  have  children  of  your  own,”  I 
said. 


“Three.  Two  starved  to  death,  and 
the  Kurds  cut  the  baby's  throat  on  my 
knee.  We  were  in  a wood” — her  eyes 
widened  and  darkened — “and  the 
Kurds  came  down  upon  us.  After 
they  killed  my  baby  in  my  arms  and 
other  babies  and  other  people  I still  sat 
there,  I alive  and  the  others  dead; 
there,  and  there,  and  there,*'  she 
pointed  as  if  she  saw  the  corpses  of 
her  friends  around  her.  “Then  a 
thought  came  to  me;  my  baby  was 
dead.  You  will  think  me  a strange 
woman,  but  life  is  sweet.  I took  up 
blood  and  earth  from  the  ground  and 
smeared  it  over  my  face  and  breast. 
There  I sat  with  my  mouth  open  and 
the  spittle  running  out  so  they  would 
think  I was  mad  and  leave  me  alone. 
And  so  they  did.  I never  cried  for  my 
babies.  I had  no  tears.  And  what 
comes  of  tears?  I wish  I could  find 
my  husband.” 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  ARE  GROWING. 

Some  of  the  best  things  come  by 
accident.  Last  month  we  needed  about 
two  inches  more  of  material  to  fill  up 
the  Olive  Trees,  and  to  supply  the 
matter  something  was  written  about 
congregational  clubs  and  subscrip- 
tions. Three  of  the  largest  congre- 
gational clubs  were  mentioned.  Now 
the  Bible  says  it  is  well  to  be  zealously 
affected  in  a good  cause,  and  some  of 
our  friends  were  zealously  affected. 
Accordingly  more  than  one  congrega- 
tion decided  to  do  better  than  the  best 
so  far.  Just  as  this  is  written  the 
Third  Church  of  Philadelphia  has 
“come  across”  with  a subscription  list 
of  fifty  members,  and  its  best  wishes 
to  any  congregation  that  tries  to  excel 
its  record. 

We  are  not  writing  this  to  seek  to 
start  a rivalry ; but  emulation  is  good ; 
and  we  are  glad  to  see  the  Olive 
Trees  going  into  as  many  families  as 
possible  in  the  Covenanter  Church. 
Our  subscription  list  this  year  prom- 
ises well  to  be  the  best  that  we  have 
had. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRES,  CHURCH  IN  1917 


Latakia , Syria . 


Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf, 


Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf'.  ' } 0Q  £urlouKh 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Stewart  Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Mrs.  William  M.  Robb  . 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.,  

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams * 

,,  ,r  _ _ Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 

MAGGffi  B.  Edgar . miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D.,  I on  furlough 

W «h  Red  Mlsg  Annje  j Ro^ins()n;  f without  Mlfr 

Miss  Nellie  A.  Brownlee, 

Rev.  R.  C.  Adams & 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams  

Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 


Rsv.  Samual  Edgar,  with  Red  cross  in 

’ Palestine 

Mrs.  Samuel  Edgar  on  furlough 
J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.,  on  furlough 


Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns,  w wined 

' Cross  in  Pal- 
estine 


Mersine,  Asia  Minor . 

Miss  EVADNA  M.  STERRETlon  furlough 
Rev.  Robt.  E.  Willson,  ) , , . 

Mrs.  Robt.  E.  Willson  j on  fur  gil 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland „ „ 

Mrs.  Andrew  J.  McFarland Canton  Medical  Missionary  Unum, 


John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Mrs.  John  Peoples on  furlough 

Miss  F.  Elma  French,  on  furlough  . 

Lamaca,  Cyprus. 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll 

Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll,  on  furlough 


Canton,  South  China . 
James  M.  Wright,  *m.  d, 
Mrs.  James  M.  Wright 


Union  Language  School, 
Canton , South  China . 

Miss  M.  Edna  Wallace,  M.  D.  . . 


Mr.  Wilbur  Weir Miss  Inez  M.  Smith,  R.  N. 


. »»«•»* 


Nicosia,  Cyprus. 


Miss  Jean  M.  Barr. 


Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Miss  Lillian  J.  McCracken 


Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll, 

Tak  Hing  Chau,  West  River, 

South  China 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D jl.  j.  m.  -uiciAisuiN,  m.  

Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson ■-«* 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb, Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart.  . . ^ 


Lo  Ting,  via  Canton,  South  Chin*. 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb  on  furlough Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean 

HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1917 


Indian  Mission,  Apache,  Okla. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  D.  D.,  Sup 't. 

Miss  Inez  Wicherham 
Miss  Ellen  Wilson 
Miss  Irene  McMurtrey 
Miss  May  Allen 

Miss  Mary  McKnight,  Teacher . _ 

Mr.  Clay  Williams 
Mr.  Paul  White 

Mission  of  the  Covenant,  800  South  5th  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

7Tiss  Annie  Forsyth 
Miss  Emma  M.  McFarland 

Volunteer  Workers. 

Miss  Mary  Gray 
Miss  Mazie  Steele 
Miss  Anna  Thompson 
Dr.  Ralph  Duncan 
Mr.  Samuel  Jackson  ) 

Mr.  Melville  Pearce  V Alternating 
Mm.  Will  Stewart  ) \ 

Mr.  Edwin  Anderson 


Southern  Mission , 

Knox  Academy , Selma,  Ala. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  Superintendent 
Miss  Lola  Weir,  High  School. 

Miss  M.  Jean  Shuman,  High  School 
Miss  Ella  M.  Hays,  Grammar  School 
Miss  Adrienne  Fulton,  Sixth  Grade. 
Mrs.  S.  Kingston,  Fifth  Grade. 

Mrs.  M.  I.  Robb,  Fourth  Grade. 

Miss  Ruth  Kynett,  Third  Grade. 

Miss  Mary  Wilson,  Second  Grade. 

Mrs.  Ella  Senegal,  First  Grade. 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims,  Primary. 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Parrish,  Mueic. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Fowler,  Girls*  Industrial 
Prof.  Theodore  Lee,  Boys*  Industrial 
Miss  Sophia  Kingston  1 East 

Miss  Laura  Mae  Kingston  j Selma 

Mrs.  Louise  Kynett,  Pleasant  Grove. 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 


President 

S.  A.  STERRETT  METHENY,  M.  D.,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Vice-President 

J.  C.  McFEETERS,  D.  D.,  1838  Wallace  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Second  Vice-President 
R.  J.  BOLE,  170  Broadway,  New  York. 

Lorresfonding  Secretary 

FINDLEY  M.  WILSON,  D.  D.,  2517  N.  Franklin  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Recording  Secretary 

F.  M.  FOSTER,  Ph.  D.,  305  W.  29th  St.,  New  York  City. 
Treasurer 

JOSEPH  M.  STEELE,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Transportation  Agent 

WILLIAM  G.  CARSON,  4725  Springfield  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Mission  of  The  Covenant  and  Church  Erection — 
Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission;  Southern  Mission  ; Indian  Mission;  Testimony  Bearing  Sustentation; 
Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows'  and  Orphans’  Fund;  Literary,  Students’  Aid; 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Aged  People’s  Home— Mrs.  D.  C.  Ward,  7004  Lemington  Ave.,  East  End,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


TELEPHONE:  785  MORNINGS1DE 


WM.  MoGbBAN’S  SON 

Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

508  WEST  134th  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NE>W  YORK 


JAMES  S.  TIBBY  JSfiiSSSS  - Pittsburg, 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES 


